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ABSTRACT: THE ROMANIAN SOCIETY OF THE XXI CENTURY MUST MANAGE A 

SERIES OF CHALLENGES THAT INTENSIFY THE DYNAMICS OF SOME PROCESSES 

AND PHENOMENA AT THE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL 

LEVEL. IN THIS CONTEXT, ROMANIA WOULD BECOME STRONGER IF ALL ITS LAWS 

WERE APPLIED STRATEGICALLY AND RESPECTED, EVEN AT THE COST OF 

APPLYING COERCIVE MEASURES, BUT RESPECTING HUMAN RIGHTS. WITH THE 

ACQUISITION OF THE STATUS OF A EUROPEAN COUNTRY, ROMANIA HAS BECOME 

A COUNTRY ORIENTED TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT, INTERNATIONAL 

COLLABORATION, CULTURAL EXCHANGE, BUT ALSO A COUNTRY INTERESTED IN 

ATTRACTING YOUNG PEOPLE TO EDUCATE THEM, TO TRAIN THEM AS SPECIALISTS 

IN FIELDS OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE FOR THE SMOOTH RUNNING OF SOCIETY.  

KEYWORDS: MIGRATION, SOCIETY, HUMAN RIGHTS, COLLABORATION, 

INTERNAȚIONAL. 

 

 

In recent years, the world has witnessed historic changes globally.  Unfortunately, millions 

of people have moved due to conflicts (Arab Republic, Syria, Yemen, Democratic Republic of 

Congo, South Sudan, Ukraine), extreme violence (rohingya population forced to seek safety in 

Bangladesh), economic and political instability (Venezuela), environmental changes 

(Mozambique, Philippines, China, India, USA). All this has led to phenomena specific to 

human mobility such as: planned resettlement, displacement. The complexity of the migration 

phenomenon is due to the evolution of research systems and the easier collection of data on 

migration and migrants. We know more about who migrates, why they migrate, where and how 
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they migrate. Complexity is, however, a problem due to the major changes taking place 

globally. 

Experiencing development of various changes such as democratic consolidation, 

reindustrialization, Romania is currently facing a new challenge - international immigration. 

Although this last aspect was one that was given little attention, it is currently a factor of major 

interest because Romania is no longer seen as a country of emigration, but it is a country 

capable of receiving foreign immigrants.  Thus, a careful analysis of their action saimed at the 

timely and unequivocal application of the laws could contribute to a better understanding of 

human rights and lead to the successful management of the migration phenomenon. In this 

respect, in this regard, we will observe and analyze the approaches of some institutions and 

organizations in the field that outline some directions that will serve as a starting point in order 

to be controlled. Moreover, the advanced understanding of migration issues, encouraging social 

and economic development through migration and supporting the human dignity and well-

being of migrants, coupled with the correct implementation of public policies that lead to the 

needs of migrants, can generate mutual benefits, both for the migrant and for society. 

The phenomenon of migration is a complex and dynamic one, because, over time, the 

flows of emigrants and immigrants have generated new situations, in accordance with their 

mobility and directing the migration phenomenon "on continental and intercontinental levels".2 

 One form of mobility that arouses the interest of researchers is learning mobility. At the 

academic level, the interest of researchers is directed towards students who go beyond the 

borders of the country of origin - "international students". 3 Moreover, the return migration of 

parents gives rise to a young school population which, coming together with their parents to 

their country of origin, is demanding access to institutionalised education; there are also young 

people who have arrived in the host country, have considered it 'home', and then want to return 

for university studies in Romania. In this respect, the desire to come for studies in Romania of 

young people is born for various reasons, with social, political, economic, demographic, 

occupational and, last but not least, educational implications and taking into account the 

 
2 Adrian Otovescu, Românii din Italia, Editura Academiei Române, Bucureşti. 2016, p. 31 

3 Brooks R., Waters J., Sudent Migrants and Contemporary Educational mobilities, Published by Palgrave 

Macmillan, UK, 2021, p.4 
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following fact: "the more people have a profession with a higher social prestige, the greater the 

social trust."4 

This study targets the issue of young migrants in Romania, and the associated approach is 

to investigate the phenomenon of migration in relation to young people who benefit from 

studies in Romania.  Thus, an image of the young population, which is in the migration process 

in Romania, is emerging.  "In recent years, immigration has generated a lot of debate. In – an 

increasingly globalised and multi-ethnic world, institutions need to develop or adapt their 

policies to meet the demands of immigration issues."5 

The purpose of this study is to see if the competent bodies show control over the migration 

flow and provide assistance in solving operational challenges, understanding the problems of 

migrants by supporting human dignity and their well-being, and encouraging social and 

economic development. 

Given that there is more and more talk about the rapid and profound changes of societies, 

about the fact that "the educational power is decreasing worryingly, the educational potential 

in major deficit", 6"is Romania ready to provide a suitable education to young immigrants, in 

relation to their needs and in the fight for respect for democratic values ? Are the institutions 

empowered to correctly and coherently implement public policies? 

Empirical research at the educational level provides important data for adapting educational 

policies in accordance with the needs and aspirations of migrants, with the needs and 

projections of modern society.  Sociological knowledge has a scientific content, and the 

knowledge at its disposal "is due to the use, within it, of some scientific forms and methods of 

research, such as observation, experiment, hypothesis, theory, induction and deduction, 

analysis and synthesis, typologization, etc. Through them we reach theoretical structures, 

sociological concepts that operate with theoretical, postulated terms, laws, generalizations 

(restricted, of medium rank, global), etc."7 

 
4Maria Constantinescu, Competenţa socială şi competenţa profesională, Editura Economică, București, 2004, p. 

246 

5 Aerschot P. V., Daenzer P. The Integration and Protection of Immigrants, Published by Routledge, USA, 2016, 

p.16 

6 Horaţiu Tiberiu Gorun, Adrian Gorun, Sociologia educației în schimbare, Editura Universitaria, Craiova, 2020, 

p.445 

7 Dumitru Otovescu, Sociologie generală, edita a V- a, Editura Beladi, Craiova, 2009, p.88. 
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The term migrant must be used responsibly because it will take into account the legal status 

of people (refugees, asylum seekers, internally displaced persons or migrants) because, 

belonging to different categories, they will enjoy different rights. 

Forced migration represents for Romania a new situation, of a special scale that it has never 

faced before. The recent crisis generated by the war in Ukraine increased the number of 

refugees by 87,000 in 2022, compared to 2021, when the number of refugees was 42,000.  

The pressure generated by this phenomenon was felt at the level of educational institutions, 

which had to redefine the strategy related to forced migration. The need of these institutions to 

have a theoretical basis for approaching this phenomenon was met by associations with social 

initiatives and NGOs. Thus, guidelines have been developed to address migration in schools, 

one of them providing "a synthesis of the essential notions and principles for working with 

refugee children and teaching notions about forced migration of Romanian students".8 

In this initiative to support educational institutions, the Better Together program was also 

joined in order to open and strengthen the dialogue between teachers, school counselors, 

NGOs, in order to support each other in the process of formation, the young generations, taking 

into account democratic values. 

To support children in Ukraine in the educational process, the European Commission has 

developed an inclusion guide for the year 2022-20239. The legal basis for integration, however, 

must be determined by governments. 

 

Public policies in the management of the migration phenomenon 

Public policies are the set of measures taken by a legal and responsible authority aimed at 

improving citizens' living conditions or designing measures to stimulate economic growth. In 

general, public policies are expressed in the form of regulations or incentives that influence the 

social and economic environment. One aspect that needs to be understood about the policy 

making process is that it can be seen both as an analytical process (solving a problem) and as 

a political process.10 

 
8 Together with refugees- Guide to addressing forced migration in schools, LOGOSS Association - Group of 

Social Initiatives, Timisoara, 2022, p.5 

9 Supporting the inclusion of displaced children from Ukraine in education, key, principles and practices for the 

school year 2022- 2023, European Comission 

10Institute for Public Policies, Manual of Public Policy for students from the faculties of political science, public 

administration and management, 2009, p. 17.  www.politicipublice.ro/uploads/Manual_Politici_Publice_IPP.pdf. 

Retrieved 28.01. 2022. 

http://www.politicipublice.ro/uploads/Manual_Politici_Publice_IPP.pdf.%20Accesat%20la%2028.01.%202022
http://www.politicipublice.ro/uploads/Manual_Politici_Publice_IPP.pdf.%20Accesat%20la%2028.01.%202022
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These public policies must be implemented by the power structures, which have legislative 

authority, they must reflect the problems in the real world, at the level of society, which they 

will solve, in an assumed, decisive way. 

European migration policies are objectives that must be managed efficiently and viewed in 

dynamics, because the evolution of the immigration phenomenon is difficult to predict. 

European migration policy is based on European traditions on asylum and migration, i.e. 

respect for human rights and humanitarian issues, on the benefits of the European Union, 

migrants and their countries of origin11 

By looking at public policies, they are designed to create solutions to be applied to convince 

citizens about what they need to know in order to do or act. 

The cycle of public policies is in fact a deductive logical process, where the decision-

making actor follows a phased path to find the solution to a real problem in society. Once these 

steps are completed, the cycle resumes.12 

 

Fig. 1 The five-stage public policy cycle 

Source: Institute for Public Policies, Public Policy Manual for students from the 

faculties of political science, public administration and management, p.42 

One act which states that human beings must enjoy human rights and fundamental 

freedoms is the 1951 Geneva Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and other european 

Union rules and directives. 

 
11 Mădălina Popa, Dragoș Ungureanu, Iulian Oneașcă, Migration Policy of the European Union: implications for 

the labour market, Alpha MDN Publishing House, Buzau, 2013, p. 4 

12 Op. cit, p.17 

www.politicipublice.ro/uploads/Manual_Politici_Publice_IPP.pdf.  

http://www.politicipublice.ro/uploads/Manual_Politici_Publice_IPP.pdf
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The commitments on migration made by the countries of the European Union are 

expressed in directives and regulations, which are constituted in accordance with European 

legislation and conventions concluded by the Member States.13 

A number of communications, directives and regulations on migration management at 

European Union level are: 

Regulation (EU) No 516/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 

April 2014 establishing the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, amending Council 

Decision 2008/381/EC and repealing Decisions No 516/2014. 573/2007 and no. Regulation 

(EC) No 575/2007/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and of Council Decision 

2007/435/EC14 

Regulation (EC) Regulation (EC) No 862/2007 of the European Parliament and of the 

Council of 11 July 2007 on Community statistics on migration and international protection and 

repealing Regulation (EEC) No 862/2007. Council Regulation (EC) No 311/76 on the 

production of statistics on foreign workers.15 

Regulation (EU) 2019/1896 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 

November 2019 on the European Border and Coast Guard and repealing Regulations (EU) No. 

1052/2013 and (EU) 2016/1624.16 

Regulation (EU) 2019/1240 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 

2019 on the establishment of a network of immigration liaison officers.17 

 
13 Luciana Lăzărescu, Cristina Şerbănică, Roxana Mihaela Prisacariu, Smaranda Witec, The impact of immigration 

on the Romanian labour market. Qualitative Research Report, Association Romanian for Health Promotion, 2016, 

pp. 20-21 

14 Regulation (EU) No 516/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014 establishing the 

Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund.  

https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014R0516&qid=1594815748041&from=E

N 

15 Regulation (EC) Regulation (EC) No 862/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 July 2007 

on Community statistics on migration and international protection.  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:02007R0862-

20200712&qid=1594815748041&from=EN 

16 Regulation (EU) 2019/1896 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 November 2019 on the 

European Border and Coast Guard.  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1896&from=EN 

17 Regulation (EU) 2019/1240 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 on the establishment 

of a network of immigration liaison officers.  

https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014R0516&qid=1594815748041&from=EN
https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014R0516&qid=1594815748041&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:02007R0862-20200712&qid=1594815748041&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:02007R0862-20200712&qid=1594815748041&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1896&from=EN
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Regulation (EU) 2016/399 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 

2016 on the Union Code on the rules governing the crossing of borders by persons (Schengen 

Borders Code).18 

Directive 2013/33/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013 

laying down standards for the reception of applicants for international protection.19 

Directive 2009/52/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 June 2009 

laying down minimum standards on sanctions and measures against employers of illegally 

staying third-country nationals.20 

Council Directive 2003/86/EC of 22 September 2003 on the right to family 

reunification1.21 

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on 

the protection of children in migration.22 

Covid-19 Communication: Guidance on the implementation of the relevant EU 

provisions in the field of asylum and return procedures and on resettlement.23 

 
https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1240&qid=1594815748041&from=E

N 

18 Regulation (EU) 2016/399 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2016 on the Union Code 

on the rules governing the crossing of borders by persons (Schengen Borders Code).  

https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016R0399&qid=1594819553446&from=R

O 

19 Directive 2013/33/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013 laying down standards 

for the reception of applicants for international protection. 

https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013L0033&qid=1594815748041&from=E

N 

20 Directive 2009/52/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 June 2009 laying down minimum 

standards on sanctions and measures against employers of illegally staying third-country nationals.  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0052 

21 Council Directive 2003/86/EC of 22 September 2003 on the right to family reunification.  

https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32003L0086&qid=1594819553446&from=R

O 

22 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council. Protection of children in 

migration (2017).  

23 Covid-19 Communication from the Commission: Guidelines on the implementation of the relevant EU 

provisions in the field of asylum and return procedures and on resettlement. 

https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020XC0417(07)&qid=1594819553446&fro

m=EN 

https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1240&qid=1594815748041&from=EN
https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1240&qid=1594815748041&from=EN
https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016R0399&qid=1594819553446&from=RO
https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016R0399&qid=1594819553446&from=RO
https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013L0033&qid=1594815748041&from=EN
https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013L0033&qid=1594815748041&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0052
https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32003L0086&qid=1594819553446&from=RO
https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32003L0086&qid=1594819553446&from=RO
https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020XC0417(07)&qid=1594819553446&from=RO
https://eurlex.europa.eu/legalcontent/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020XC0417(07)&qid=1594819553446&from=RO
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On March 18, 2022, Romania began to apply the European Temporary Protection 

Mechanism - the EU Temporary Protection Directive, amid the penetration of an impressive 

number of Ukrainian immigrants in our country. This large number of immigrants is due to the 

war in the neighboring country, initiated by Russia. That Directive is a European emergency 

mechanism that automatically grants temporary protection, following the application for a 

residence permit. This protection mechanism gives refugees the right to: residence permit, 

medical assistance, access to the labour market, public education for children, assistance for 

maintenance. 

„An indirect response to all these structural problems comes from the way romania's 

reaction to the refugee crisis in Ukraine is structured. The immediate response is managed by 

the Department for Emergency Situations in collaboration with the Prime Minister's 

Chancellery. The medium- and long-term response is proposed by five ministries (Education, 

Health, Family, Work and Development), through specific action plans, carried out by mixed 

public-private working groups, and is also coordinated from the government center. This new 

model has an assumed leadership, proposes a vision built by those who are going to implement 

the proposed programs and has included from the initial stage a permanent dialogue with the 

civil society. If it also receives the necessary resources, the new model may be a necessary 

paradigm shift for the integration of foreigners legally residing in Romania.”24 

Although the legal framework exists and provides a real support for the migration 

process, the Center for Public Innovation shows that the Romanian policies regarding the 

integration of refugees and beneficiaries of international protection into the Romanian society 

remain deficient due to the lack of a fully operational framework for the implementation of the 

laws that concern it. In this respect, Romania provides legislative support to immigrants and 

provides them with access to social services, including educational ones, but is still launching 

challenges for them through the way the laws are applied. 
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