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ABSTRACT: THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE HISTORY OF EDUCATION AND THE 

THEORY OF THIS SOCIAL ACTION, THE PROBLEM OF DIFFERENTIATED TREATMENT 

OF STUDENTS ACCORDING TO AGE AND INDIVIDUAL PECULIARITIES HAS BEEN 

APPROACHED, IN ONE ASPECT OR ANOTHER, BY ALL THE GREAT THINKERS AND 

PRACTITIONERS IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION OF THE YOUNG GENERATIONS.  

 IN TODAY'S CONDITIONS, HOWEVER, THE PROBLEM ARISES IN 

QUALITATIVELY NEW TERMS, WHICH ACQUIRE SPECIAL MEANINGS AND 

IMPLICATIONS, BEING APPROACHED FROM THE WIDE PERSPECTIVE OF 

INCREASING THE EFFICIENCY OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM AS A WHOLE.  

 IN THE PEDAGOGICAL THINKING AND IN THE CONTEMPORARY 

EDUCATIONAL PARK, IT IS IMPOSED WITH FULL EMPHASIS THE IDEA THAT THE 

MODERNIZATION OF THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS AND SYSTEM IS A FUNCTION OF 

ENSURING THE NECESSARY CONDITIONS FOR INCREASING THEIR PEDAGOGICAL 

AND SOCIAL EFFICIENCY. 

  KEYWORDS: DIFFERENTIATION OF TRAINING, PEDAGOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, 

QUALITY, OBJECTIVES, PROFILE. 

 

1. Introduction 

 Achievable through a variety of paths, increasing efficiency - as a fundamental objective 

of contemporary education - ultimately aims at the rapid, easy and creative integration of young 

generations into life and social activity with accelerated rhythms of development.  

In order to be truly effective, the social integration of the school graduates must 

represent the result of the organic and balanced combination of the general interests of society 

with the personal ones, allowing each individual to realize himself in the social activity - useful 

at the maximum level of his possibilities. Therefore, the problem of training young 

schoolchildren is viewed more and more, not only strictly from the point of view of the socio-

economic needs - respectively of the requirements of the labor force - from different sectors of 
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activity - but especially from the perspective of the complete development of each student's 

personality, of the inclinations, aptitudes, interests, capacities, preferences  individual to one 

field or another of activity, in order to harmonize them with social needs, to make the best use 

of them for social progress.  

 In the effort to increase the efficiency of education by raising the level of preparation of 

students, their differentiated treatment represents – especially in recent years – one of the main 

ways used by all school systems in the process of modernization.  

 

2. The main coordinates of the differentiation of the activity with the students in the 

school in our country 

 At the basis of the organization and developmentof the activityanddifferentiated 

relationship with the students in the lesson and at home is the thorough knowledge of them, both 

in terms of knowledge, skills, skills, skills they have, as well as in terms of general intellectual 

capacities, personality traits, frequently required in the action  learning. For this purpose, the 

main coordinates that must mark the organization, conduct and content of the differentiated 

activity with primary school students must be clearly outlined: 

a) Differentiated activity with students should ensure achievement, in the highest 

degree, 

of the tasks of the formative education aimed at the harmonious development of all sides of the 

personality in full accordance with the profile of the new man.  

b) The differentiated activity is carried out within the instructive-educational process 

organized with the entire class team in order to be able to  achieve a high level of preparation 

of all students and, on this basis, their promotion to the next class.  

c) The instructive-educational objectives of the differentiated activity with the students 

must 

mainly realized during the lesson - the basic form in acquiring the knowledge, skills and skills 

provided in the primary school curricula.  

d) The differentiated activity must include all the students of the class, both those who 

they encounter difficulties in learning, as well as those with special possibilities, so that, using 

methods and procedures specific to individual peculiarities, to ensure the stimulation of their 

development up to the maximum level of availability that each one has.  

e) In treatingstudents differently, both overworking and overworking will be avoided 

their understrain with their real psychic potential, as these extreme conditions of activity 

constitute bottlenecks in the development of children's personality.  
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f) Differentiated activity must be based onand translated into life the conception 

psycho-pedagogical scientific on the relationship between development and learning, 

according to which learning positively influences the child's mental development only when it 

is carried out one step ahead of it.  

g) The contents of education, materialized in plans and programs, are common and 

compulsory - as well as the instructive- educational objectives - for all the students of the class; 

differentiated are the ways and forms of its teaching- learning, so that it can be assimilated by 

each student to a level corresponding to the requirements.  

h) During the differentiated activity, methods and processes will be used at all times, 

who - in combinations specific to the individual peculiarities of the students - train in the highest 

degree their intellectual capacities, awaken and maintain the interest in teaching, curiosity 

towards the studied objects and phenomena, stimulate the creative attitude, require their own 

actional effort, ensure an active and formative learning. 

i) Differentiating the activity in the lesson involves merging and alternating 

balanced frontal activity with individual activity and by groups of students or in pairs.  

j) The differentiation of the activity is carried out at all the moments of the lesson, in 

the giving of the themes 

for home, as well as in the entire extracurricular activity organized with students.  

 Based on these ideas- matrix, the differentiated activity with students in order to ensure 

their success in teaching, the school progress of all children, acquires its own characteristics, 

specific to our education, which give it the capacity of full adequacy to the objectives pursued 

in our general school.  

 

3. Differentiation of training - imperative of contemporary education 

 Differentiated treatment means, in essence, the adaptation of education to the individual 

psycho-physical peculiarities of the child and the young person, the instructive-educational 

influence of the student according to his particularities, facilitating through this discovery and 

the cultivation of his skills, inclinations, interests, preparation at the level of the possibilities he 

has, the creation of a favorable framework for personality formation. "The interest of educators 

should not be the blunting of individual peculiarities until their disappearance, but their 

observance, so that through education and instruction each individuality can be transformed 

into a human personality, capable of creating new material and spiritual values"2.  Quite rightly, 

 
2 Dictionary of contemporary pedagogy, Editura enciclopedică Romanian, Bucharest, 1969, p.135. 
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it is stated that "ignoring individual traits- due to a pedagogical leveling attitude- is tantamount 

to an act of educational myopia"3 and, on the contrary, "understanding the characteristics of the 

individual's activity, his reaction in a certain circumstance is extremely important in order to be 

able to foresee and influence his behavior" 4. 

 In a broader sense, the adaptation of education to other pedagogical realities that go 

beyond the individual ones (environment, profession, sex, etc.) is called diversification.  

 The idea of taking into account the individual peculiarities of students - which, dating 

back to antiquity, was raised, at the end of the last century, to the rank of didactic principle, 

under the name of "the principle of individualization of education"- is approached today in an 

optic different from that of the past, based on the modern acquisitions of psycho-pedagogy. 

Unlike classical psychology, which defined intelligence as "a college once and for all...", and 

traditional education that "has always treated the child as an ignorant little adult...", the 

educator's task consisting "not so much in forming thinking, but in furnishing it...", genetic 

psychology has brought new data on the child's own nature,  to the laws of the psychological 

constitution of the individual and the laws of his development. "The child's thinking differs 

qualitatively from ours..." from a structural point of view, although it works on it like our 

thinking. Admitting the variations in logical structures that perform the functions of thought 

and that "are susceptible to development...", it follows that "the main objective of the educator 

is to form intellectual and moral reason"5.  

 Interpreting the laws and stages of intellectual development from the point of view of 

education, J. Piaget draws attention to the fact that "each stage of development is characterized 

to a much lesser extent by a fixed content of thought, than by a certain power, by a certain 

potential activity capable of leading to a result depending on the environment in which the child 

lives",6 . J. Piaget also demonstrated that the intellectual symptoms—necessary for the process 

of understanding what is learned, a process on which the effects of learning depend—are 

evolutionary in nature. They appear and develop with age, in a certain order, looting the great 

periods of intellectual development. But, this development is not strictly related to 

chronological age. Modern data of psychology and pedagogy have shown that the cultural 

ambience, the social environment can influence, both the rapidity with which this development 

 
3 U. Schiopu, Differentiated and educational psychology, "Revista de pedagogie", 1966, nr. 8-9, p.36. 

4 Idem. 

5 Jean Piaget, Psychology and pedagogy, E.D.P., Bucharest, 1972, p. 139- 142. 

6 Ibidem, p.153. 
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of stages in intellectual development takes place, and the very nature of the basic intellectual 

schemes. At the same time, the transition to a higher period in intellectual development may 

depend on the learning itself, on the nature of the exercise, on the requests to whichthe 

intellectual activity  is subjected, we come, with this, to one of the key problems of 

contemporary psycho-pedagogy, namely, the possibility to accelerate intellectual development 

throughexecision.  

 Psychologist L.S. Vygotski subjected to theoretical and experimental analysis the 

problem of the relationship between learning and development. In one of his fundamental theses 

L.S. Vygotsky, establishing that the processes of development do not coincide with the 

processes of learning, that they follow the processes of learning, which create the area of the 

closest development, concludes that "the task of the school consists in stimulating the child in 

all ways precisely in this direction, in developing in him what is actually insufficiently 

developed"7.  Learning- the author shows - which is oriented after the already completed cycles 

of the general development of the child: it does not entail the process of development, but 

remains behind it... the theory about the area of the nearest development allows the 

advancement of the formula... according to which only that learning chas pushed forward 

development is satisfactory.  

 Ioan Bontas states that "the principle of individualization and differentiation of learning 

expresses the need to dynamically adapt the cognitive and actional load of the instructive-

educational contents and strategies, both to the psychophysical peculiarities of each student and 

to the differentiated peculiarities, relatively common to some groups of students, in order to 

develop them integrally as personality and professionalism"8. 

 The data of contemporary psychology and pedagogy represent arguments capable of 

conferring new meanings and meanings to the action of observing the individual peculiarities 

of children in the instructive-educational process. Namely, there is no question of blindly 

following the peculiarities of the child, since their very sphere and nature change in the process 

of education, which can produce real qualitative leaps. Knowing both the psychological 

characteristics of the child's age peculiarities, as well as the psychological laws and mechanisms 

of personality formation as a whole, we must use those methods and procedures that stimulate 

the child's development, to orient it in the direction of educational objectives. It is thus 

 
7 L.S.Vygotsky, The problem of learning and intellectual development at school age, (in vol. I, Chosen 

psychological works), E.D.P., Bucharest, p. 321, 322. 

8 Bontaş, Ioan – Pedagogy, Editura All, Bucureşti, 1995. 
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necessary that in this action we take into account the dynamics of the psycho-somatic 

development of the child, to rely especially on the characteristics that begin to manifest at a 

certain age and to accelerate them in the sense of the legalities of development. In this sense, it 

is recommended that the educational process be based not only on the current level of 

development, that is, on the mental functions now formed, but also on potential capacities, on 

functions in training, in other words, on the area of immediate development. Learning must 

contribute to the transformation of the immediate area into the current development. In this case 

the task that the child can solve today only if he receives help, tomorrow he will have to solve 

it independently. On the other hand, the widespread assessment is significant, according to 

which the main discovery of the current psycho-pedagogy is the detection of the means of 

accelerating the evolution of the intellect, a concern imposed by the necessity of adapting man 

to the rapid pace of development of modern society. Today, a renewing trend is developing 

more and more, which looks with confidence at the possibilities of the pedagogical process in 

guiding thescientific direction of the progress ofintellectual structures.The school can actively 

influence the intellectual capacities of the student provided that it uses the most 

appropriatepsychological ethodes of training. 

 The way of achieving school success is ensured by "establishing differentiated tasks by 

groups of students or individuals through which to favor each student an active and thorough 

learning, carried out at the highest level of his possibilities", 9as claimed by Rizescu I., Filipescu 

V. and Șerdean I. 

 The teacher must, first of all, know these peculiarities in order to select and use the 

appropriate methods and procedures, which ensure the individual development of each child. 

"Not simply the matching of the cognitive load or methods of action according to the 

peculiarities of age, but the integral realization of the learning capacities of children in relation 

to their age, their solicitation to the greatest possible efforts, but objectively possible,constitutes 

the essence of this principle"10. 

Conclusions 

Based on these scientific data regarding the possibility of stimulating through education 

the development of the personality at different age periods, the differentiated activity with the 

pupils of the primary cycle must have as main objective the taking into account in this regard 

 
9 Rizescu, I., Filipescu V., Şerdean, I. – Differentiating the activity with the pupils in the primary cycle, within the 

lesson, EDP, Bucharest, 1976.  

10 Postelnicu, Constantin – Fundamentals of school didactics, Editura Aramis, Bucharest, 2000. 
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the particularities of the students when organizing and conducting the educational process. 

Respectively, it is necessary that, in the instructive- educational activity - starting from the real 

level, achieved by the child at every given moment - to aim to stimulate his development and 

training at a higher level, by requesting increasing efforts, but objectively possible for him.  

 In this way, it prevents the practice frequently encountered in school, to consider the 

class as a homogeneous formation of students and to treat it accordingly uniformly, leveling, 

having, at best, as a reference the so-called "average student" who - analyzed in terms of 

psychophysical functional structure, of the rhythm of development, of cognitive processes, 

moral,  affective, volitional- in reality it does not exist. Indeed, we frequently encounter 

"mediocre students" in terms of preparation in relation to the class collective. Orientation in the 

conduct of the educational process according to this category would not be a mistake in itself, 

as long as it would not diminish and even exclude - as is often the case - the concern for all 

students, a concern that must be essential for the teacher. However, practice demonstrates with 

enough evidence that in the case of organizing the training process only by the level of mediocre 

students, solving teaching tasks is easy for good students and difficult for the weak. Because of 

this, some get bored, are disinterested in activity, and others fail to keep up. Thus, that none of 

the categories of students benefit from favorable conditions to be stimulated in their 

development and training according to their potential. Such a deficiency can be corrected only 

by differentiated activity corresponding to the particularities of each student, viewed in their 

dynamics.  

 Making severe criticisms to the traditional school for the fact that it levels and 

uniformizes the students' training, ignoring the diversity of individual characteristics, the 

uniqueness of the personality, it is proposed to replace it with the "new school" of the XXI 

century, in which the "differentiation" and "individualization" of education are appreciated as 

the most promising, fruitful ways of reorganizing the school, in order to adapt it to the new 

requirements of social life.  

 The approach to differentiated treatment is under the sign of the imperatives generated 

by the characteristics of our age.  
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