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ABSTRACT 

WE WILL ADDRESS A CURRENT TOPIC, NAMELY THE RE-EDUCATION OF JUVENILE 

OFFENDERS, GIVEN THE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF CRIMES COMMITTED BY 

JUVENILES IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS IN ROMANIA. IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE 

ESTABLISHED OBJECTIVES AND IDENTIFY ADEQUATE ANSWERS TO THE RESEARCH 

QUESTIONS PRESENTED IN THE WORK, I STRUCTURED THE UNDERGRADUATE WORK IN 

THREE CHAPTERS AS FOLLOWS: 

THE FIRST PART IS INTENDED TO PRESENT THE CONCEPTS WITH WHICH WE WILL 

OPERATE THROUGHOUT THE COURSE OF THE WORK, NAMELY THE NOTIONS OF 

DEVIANCE AND DELINQUENCY AMONG MINORS, AS WELL AS THE CAUSES OF THE 

APPEARANCE OF THESE PHENOMENA AND THE ROLE OF THE FAMILY IN THE INCREASE 

OF THE INFRACTION PHENOMENON AMONG MINORS. 

THE SECOND PART OF THE ANALYSIS IS INTENDED TO CARRY OUT A QUALITATIVE 

RESEARCH THAT INVOLVED THE ANALYSIS OF THE REINTEGRATION PROGRAMS AND 

SOCIAL SERVICES OFFERED BY COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS IN THE REINTEGRATION OF 

MINORS WITH DEVIANT BEHAVIOR, BY CREATING AN INTERVIEW APPLIED IN THE 

FRAMEWORK OF A FOCUS GROUP TO WHICH THEY TOOK PARTLY COUNSELORS AND 

SOCIAL WORKERS FROM SOME PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 

IN THE PAST, VIOLENCE WAS ALLOWED AS A GROUP NORM, NOWADAYS IT IS 

REPRESSED, EVEN PUNISHED. IN ALL SOCIETIES THERE ARE CERTAIN BEHAVIORS OR 

ACTIONS, CONSIDERED TABOOS, WHICH ARE FORBIDDEN AND WHICH IN OTHER 

CULTURES ARE ACCEPTED OR TOLERATED. 
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Introduction 

The deviant behavior can be understood in two ways: either as a result of the 

individual's "professional incapacity", due to a physiological deviation or a psychological 

abnormality to act according to the instructions, or as a result of a form of behavior that is 

incompatible with the of the group. In the first case, we are dealing with the stage of the disease 

or the functional capacity of the individual, which gives him these special "obligations" and 

"privileges" and in the second case we are dealing with situations of social inadequacy and 

disintegration, defined of the environmental conditions, involving the denial of the basic name 

of the group or the log event. 

Sociologists make the distinction between "positive deviance", when the individual 

deviates from the "average" standards and the stereotype of social conformity, and "negative 

deviance", when the individual violates, cheats or evades the basic guidelines. Usually, 

powerful personalities, inventive and innovative magicians who adopt above "average" 
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behaviors fall into the type of positive deviance. The majority of sociological conceptions 

consider deviance as a specific life product of extremely tense life conditions, characterizing 

the contemporary society that has denied and continues to generate the previous multiplication 

of "alternative" modes of comportment, that the ice has a tendency to be frozen. understandings 

existing in the context of a form of social organization, cagactized by the magnanimous 

polization of the different social strata and where the political fact can only find ways to 

reconcile the economic understandings of social agencies. 

This vision becomes plausible if we take into account the abundance of subcultural 

groups, religious sects, exorcist movements and other deviant categories in contemporary 

society. Often, overcoming the gaps in the level of aspirants and the legal means, allowed, to 

satisfy them, which some social groups have, leads to the effective extinction of a feeling of 

oppression and, implicitly, to constant tendencies of deviance, violence, and aggression. 

Beyond the content and significance of these concepts, the phenomenon of deviance 

represents a reality that any society must take into account. Punitive measures must be closely 

related to the degree of dangerousness of the respective behaviors and the tolerance of moral 

and legal norms towards them. The diversity of cultural norms and values proves that the type 

of deviant behavior is not universal and homogeneous. 

 

Theoretical premises 

The concept of "deviance" is multidisciplinary, being used both in social 

psychosociology, in sociology, and in criminology and denotes, in the most general sense, the 

departure, deviation or non-conformity of individuals from social norms and values. 

Deviance can be defined as a "transgression of the norms in force, in a given social 

system - it is a behavior that calls into question both social norms and the unity and cohesion 

of the system" (Petcu, 1999, p. 36). Sociologists use the term to denote a disparate ensemble 

of transgregations, disapproved behaviors and marginal individuals. 

Deviance is "the set of behaviors, states that the members of a group judge as 

inconsistent with their expectations, norms or values and which, as a consequence, risk 

provoking their disapproval and sanctions" (Cusson, trans. Vasiliu and Ene, 1992, p. 439). 

A deviant behavior is, therefore, an "atypical" behavior that deviates from the standard 

(average) position and violates (transgresses) the socially recognized and accepted norms 

within a certain society, but the degree, the severity of the social deviance largely depends 

extent, by the public reaction to these deviations and violations, by the extent to which they are 

recognized by the other members of society as socially dangerous for the structure and social 

cohesion of the community, as well as by the nature and strength of the sanctions applied to 

them (Banciu, Rădulescu , Voicu, 1985, p.7). 

 

Sociological theory 

Emile Durkheim, one of the founders of sociology, the author of the concept of social 

fact, starting from the structure of society and its institutions, approaches crime in relation to 

the functioning of a society. 

In the work "Rules of the sociological method" he considers criminality a normal, 

functional and universal aspect. Considering that there is no community in which individuals 

do not deviate to a greater or lesser extent from the norms of the group to which they belong, 

so be different from the collective type, it is very likely that these transgressors present 

themselves as defined of group, collectivity, as criminal acts. 

Durkheim, in the analysis of social facts and acts, has a starting point based on the 

antithesis: positive - negative, right - wrong, etc. With him we meet the exception that confirms 

the rule: there cannot be a perfectly normal society, if it does not contain crimes, because then 

the positive aspect could no longer be highlighted in comparison with the negative one. 
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As far as social change is concerned, crime is declared indispensable, since the 

dynamics of society is based on this change ratio: positive - negative, otherwise determining 

positions. 

At the same time, the criminal, according to Durkheim's opinion, is an undesirable part 

of the global social system. Crime constitutes, to a lesser or greater extent, as the case may be, 

a social regulating factor, of balance, as an exchange for what could be stagnation, annihilation 

of progress. As he himself expresses, "crime is one of the prices we pay for freedom" (Săndu, 

Sandu, Ioniţő, 2001, p. 140). 

In the work "Division of social labor" (Durkheim, 2001, p. 121), Durkheim expresses 

his vision on the concept of anomie. Regarding the mechanical type society, the division of 

labor is presented at a low level, solidarity in this society being characterized by uniformity. 

The totalitarian aspect leaves no room for individual talents or goals, specialized functions 

existing in limited numbers at group level. 

 "Each society exerts, in this sense, influences or pressures, thus determining - the so-

called "suicidal currents" or generalized "opinion" states, which Durkheim classified as 

follows: the state of selfishness, the state of altruism, the state of anomie and the state of 

fatalism" (Rədulescu, 1999, p. 233). 

According to these states, Emile Durkheim explained the four types of suicide: selfish, 

altruistic, anomic and fatalistic, without placing rigid boundaries between them. 

The founder of the Social Environment School attributes criminality to the social factor, 

but not exclusively. This is Dr. A. Lacassagne, who recognizes the existence of the individual 

factor in the genesis of crime, of physical factors, accepting that the structure of crime differs 

depending on the geographical position, which leads to the thermal law of crime, according to 

which winter would increase the number of crimes against property, and crimes against persons 

it intensifies with the increase in temperature. 

Gabriel Tarde formulates the "Imitation Theory", in the form of laws based on 

imitation, as a result of the learning process, which refers to Aristotle's "laws of learning". In 

this way, the author of the theory explains the formation of criminal behavior, which will later 

lead to the formulation of the Theory of socialization to deviant culture. 

"... and if his parents neglected to give him a job, he will learn what is offered to him, 

which is fascinating and amusing (what he thinks), a non-technical job, an essentially liberal 

profession in his eyes ( from his point of view), the criminal profession." 

Tarde considers that social progress and morality can provide explanations about the 

criminal phenomenon, and compared to Durkheim, he considers crime not a normal 

phenomenon, but an evil that begets other evils. Delinquent behavior is normal, which 

manifests itself as it was taught, so the aspect of conformity to the norms and values with which 

the individual has been socialized through learning without the "power" of selection intervenes. 

Thus, the theory elaborated by Tarde was the first step in treating criminal behavior 

from the point of view of a normal learned behavior. 

The founder of sociological criminology, Enrico Ferri, begins by asking what is the 

reason why in similar exogenous conditions only certain individuals commit criminal acts. 

Without denying the determining aspect of the endogenous factors proposed by 

Lombroso, he emphasizes the socio-economic influence on crime. 

In Ferri, the crime is a complex phenomenon, with multiple determinations, both 

physical-social and biological, in different modalities and degrees depending on the character 

of the person involved, the place and time of committing the criminal act. 

Referring to these factors, Enrico Ferri classified delinquents, after which he offered a 

complex vision regarding the etiology of criminality. 
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Regarding the possibilities of reducing crime, he proposes to give up coercive and 

punitive sanctions as much as possible, in favor of treating the causes that can lead to the choice 

of criminal behavior. 

As a conclusion, we can say that Ferri combines the data provided by the various 

disciplines involved in crime research with what results from the study of criminality 

determined mainly by the social aspect. 

 

Prevention and intervention in deviance 

The prevention activity consists both in the primary or general activity - it engages the 

institutions with the role of socialization and social control participating in the identification 

actions in order to identify and combat the potential sources of crime, as well as in the 

secondary or special activity - aimed at combating and neutralizing reducing the social damages 

caused by the crime, restoring the social order, punishing the delinquents; situational or 

contextual - by direct involvement in prevention action, using measures aimed at informing the 

public in certain criminogenic areas about possible risks (Stănciulescu, 2002, p. 27). 

The prevention activity is carried out by those organizations that, through their profile 

and structure, are able to fulfill the objectives of each of the types of preventive activity that 

were analyzed in the previous sections. The activity of prevention through education is carried 

out, naturally, by the ensemble of specialized social institutions. There are also other 

institutions that participate directly in the educational process through an indirect (implicit) 

form, their active object being of a different nature. Among them are the judicial bodies: Police, 

Public Ministry and Justice. 

Regarding the content of the prevention activity (under the aspect of prevention through 

education), social institutions carry out anti-criminal educational action within the framework 

of three large categories of principles: the cultivation among individuals of respect for the 

moral values defended and the criminal law; informing the target public about the content of 

the criminal law; participation in the formation of skills and habits to respect fundamental 

social values. 

Judicial bodies carry out preventive activity by informing individuals about criminal 

law institutions (offenses, punishments) and, in the current climate of transparency, through 

case studies presented through the media and information about their own activities. 

Finding new methods of treating the delinquent is one of the most important challenges 

that the evolution of society poses to the main specialized institutions: justice and the 

penitentiary administration, noting, at the same time, the need to develop a social therapy 

program for the phenomenon of delinquency, in general and of juvenile delinquency, in 

particular, starting from the knowledge and combating the generative and favorable causes at 

the macrosocial, psychosocial and individual level (Petcu, op. cit., p. 200). 

 

The objectives of the research 

In the process of social reintegration of juvenile delinquents, it is opportune to develop 

collaboration agreements with the institutions and organizations involved, to implement 

common action plans at the local level starting from the specific roles of each party, taking into 

account the interests and situation of juvenile delinquents and of their families. 

The problem of the investigation is the need to diversify the services of community 

institutions in order to resocialize delinquent minors. 

The fundamental object of the research is the process of social reintegration of 

delinquent minors, the role of community institutions in their reintegration. 

The purpose of the research consists in the analysis of the reintegration programs and 

social services offered by community institutions in the reintegration of delinquent minors. 

To achieve the proposed goal, the following objectives were established: 
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• Highlighting the peculiarities of juvenile delinquents; 

• Identification of the institutions involved in the reintegration of the delinquent minor 

and their role; 

• Studying the opinions of specialists in the field of juvenile delinquency. 

The moral support of the family and the involvement of community institutions in 

assisting minors facilitates their social reintegration. Juveniles who serve their sentence in 

penitentiary institutions are more difficult to reintegrate than those who serve their sentence in 

the community. 

Research questions: 

1. What are the determining factors of the appearance and evolution of crimes 

committed by minors? 

2. How can we identify the best ways to re-educate and reintegrate juvenile 

delinquents? 

3. How important is the role of the family and the school environment in re-educating 

juvenile delinquents? But in this relapse? 

Operational concepts: 

Negative environment: a negative environment from a social point of view leads to the 

formation of delinquent behaviors among minors; 

Resocialization: supervision measures within the framework of the resocialization 

process lead to the correction of delinquent behaviors; 

Alcoholism: drinking large amounts of alcohol can be the cause of delinquent behavior. 

 

Description of the sample 

The experimental study was carried out in the period April - May 2022. The research 

included the investigation of a group of subjects of 20 social workers and counselors from the 

framework of public institutions. The development of the interview guide is a complex stage 

of the research, in which certain basic rules must be taken into account, in order to ensure the 

effectiveness of this tool. The questions must be to the point, vague, imprecise or tendentious 

formulations must be avoided, the desired information must be obtained with a minimum 

number of questions, which must be simple and direct, not ambiguous and interpretable. 

The first two chapters of the present work took a theoretical approach, but the present 

one aims to demonstrate, by starting a research, part of the information presented. 

In carrying out the research we used the following work tools: the interview, direct 

observation and document analysis. 

Among the identified types of interview, structured and unstructured, I will opt for the 

structured one, which does not allow deviation from the initial topic, the questions are 

formulated before the interview. 

It was specified from the beginning of the interview application that the information 

and the quality of the interviewed persons are confidential, thus obtaining relevant and viable 

answers to some questions for the current research. Like any interview operator, I faced 

skepticism and lack of involvement from the targeted persons, but ensuring the confidentiality 

of the information allowed me to apply these interviews. 

After investigating the specialists according to the applied interview guide, we obtained 

the following results: 

Regarding the situation of juvenile delinquency in Sector 4, the interviewed specialists 

appreciate it as high or average. These results cause unrest in our society, given the fact that it 

is the growing generation that must ensure the future of the country. 

Regarding the current punishments with deprivation of liberty, the interviewed 

specialists claim that they are too severe, and other specialists consider that the treatment of 

minors in penitentiaries should be improved. 
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I consider them severe, because for the minors who are in detention it is very important 

to maintain the relations with the family, to continue, first of all on the sentimental side and 

then on the material side. If no one is looking for him... he has to make his own way in the 

penitentiary, and this will not help his social reintegration (MB, sociologist). 

Regarding the experts' opinion, to what extent the penitentiaries in Romania fulfill the 

function of re-educating criminals, the analysis of the answers shows us that penitentiaries are 

not the best form of re-educating juvenile delinquents. 

For us and for them, the visit to the community means getting closer to the real world 

and a better social reintegration and re-insertion, in the sense that we try not to completely 

separate them from the outside world (LD, sociologist) 

Regarding the resocialization programs in the penitentiary, the interviewed subjects 

claim that they have a low efficiency. The remaining respondents find it difficult to specify to 

what extent the resocialization programs in the penitentiary manage to develop a prosocial 

behavior in delinquent minors. As a result, none of the specialists answered that the 

resocialization programs in the penitentiary manage to develop a prosocial behavior to a great 

extent, which proves to us that the penitentiaries are not the best solution for the re-education 

of delinquent minors, and for this reason it would be good if deprivation of liberty should be 

the last solution. 

I think that for any person, when you are locked up somewhere it is difficult, because 

you feel that you cannot do more. You stay in a 4/3 room, outside doing the same thing day 

after day, you get bored. You try to look for something to do, but in here, no matter how hard 

you look, you don't have much to do. The activities that are, are not for everyone, especially in 

the case of minors (TI, social worker) 

In order to achieve the goal of resocializing and re-educating the minor, it is necessary 

to have frequent meetings with him, to carry out joint measures with local public bodies, 

various state and non-governmental organizations, etc. 

In the opinion of specialists, the institutions that have the greatest contribution in the 

process of social reintegration of delinquent minors are: the family, community institutions, 

school, state institutions, other institutions, but not least the change of society's mentality. 

 

Results and discussions 

After the practical study, the analysis of the documents (psychosocial evaluation 

reports, statistical data) we came to the conclusion that 95% of delinquent minors come from 

disadvantaged families, lacking the love and affection of their parents, and only 5% committed 

liberating crimes. 

Analyzing the results of the questionnaire applied with the specialists, I could relate the 

opinion of the specialists: they consider that both the involvement of community institutions; 

the family facilitates the social reintegration of delinquent minors, the school, state institutions, 

have also opted for other institutions that contribute to the reintegration of delinquent minors. 

Thus, we confirmed the correctness of the first hypothesis: the moral support of the family and 

the involvement of community institutions in assisting minors facilitates their social 

reintegration. 

The effects of prenatal complications will be analyzed in the context of other factors, 

namely the quality of the family environment. The "Cambridge Study" underlines the fact that 

parents separated permanently or temporarily, before the age of 10 years of the child can 

constitute one of the important causes that lead to delinquency, but on the condition that the 

separation is not caused by hospitalization or death. The same study also highlighted the fact 

that families broken up when the minor is less than 5 years old, even in the previously 

mentioned situations (death or prolonged hospitalization), usually present a criminogenic 

potential, arguing that in such situations 56% of children separated from a family member were 
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convicted. In order to eliminate the causes of crime, in my view, more attention should be paid 

not only to the macro-environment (school, friends, etc.), but also to the micro-environment 

(family), or, as K. Freidlender mentioned, "the child represents the mirror of his family". 

Therefore, there is a need to promote a healthy way of life for future parents and, above all, for 

future mothers. 

Regarding the second mentioned hypothesis: minors who serve their sentence in 

penitentiary institutions reintegrate more difficult than those who serve their sentence in the 

community 

In the opinion of specialists in the field of juvenile delinquency, the placement of minors 

in penitentiary institutions must always be a solution that is resorted to last and for a minimum 

necessary term. The long detention of minors in the penitentiary has serious consequences, 

which are manifested at all hierarchical levels of the personality. Even the detention for a short 

time leads to important changes that will lay the foundation for the formation of an antisocial 

person. It is about the influence of the system of values and interests, which is produced, first 

of all, due to being permanently in a closed space and undergoes qualitative changes because 

a narrow spectrum of values is offered inside the penitentiary. Observations at the given 

moment show that the longer the term of detention of minors in the penitentiary, the more effort 

will be required for their subsequent recovery. 

Regarding the third hypothesis mentioned: the partnership between NGOs and state 

institutions contributes qualitatively to the process of reintegration of delinquent minors. 

Most of the time, the state concentrates its efforts on the development of a political 

solution (drafting laws, making decisions), but according to the specialists' opinion, the State-

NGO collaboration would have a constructive character, the contribution of each of the parties 

being clear and noticeable. 

The partnership between NGOs and state institutions would contribute to the 

development of social reintegration programs for ex-prisoners and their families, adapted to 

local resources and needs. The partnership is made up of institutions and organizations such 

as: the local council, the Child Protection Directorate, non-governmental organizations, the 

Employment Agency, the police, the judiciary, potential employers (patronages and unions at 

the local level), the church, religious cults, mass - the media. Collaboration agreements are 

established and concluded with the institutions, organizations involved, which agree on some 

collaboration principles and on some common action plans at the local level, starting from the 

specific roles of each party, taking into account the interests and the ex- the detainees. 

NGOs can offer legal consultations to detainees or their parents, they can organize 

different cultural and sports activities, they could carry out similar training activities for the 

administration of penitentiary institutions, contribute to the development of training programs 

by recruitting specialists. 

 

Conclusions 

Juvenile criminality is not only a social problem, it is starting to become a national 

problem. Its solution does not depend only on the level of competence of the MAI workers, of 

those in the field of Social Assistance or of the local Public Administration who have taken the 

measures to prevent crimes committed by minors. It does not depend only on the projects that 

are in full swing with the support of UNICEF. A positive solution to change the given situation, 

promoted by European countries, is the introduction of the institution of probation as an 

alternative to deprivation of liberty (for people who have not committed serious crimes), which 

will increase the efficiency of the criminal justice system in order to individualize punishments, 

promote human rights. 

The frequency of juvenile crime stems from the diminishing role of the family in 

society, of the didactic framework in the training and education of children, the insufficiency 
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of the activity of relevant bodies in solving the problems of minors, the passivity of civil society 

towards the problems of the young generation, as well as the fight against juvenile delinquency, 

etc. A solution would be the training of authentic specialists to work differently with 

populations at risk of delinquency and effectively with juvenile delinquents. 

In this sense, as an application result, I propose the following recommendations that 

should be in the attention of decision-making and social control factors: 

a) concentrated and differentiated intervention at the family level is necessary, which 

should not be limited to macro-social measures, but to aim at new forms of assistance: recently 

there has been a lot of talk about family therapy, which is aimed both at the "problem child" as 

well as the family members with whom he lives, it is realized with the aim of understanding 

the child's problem through the prism of his relationships with the other family members 

(siblings, parents, grandparents). In the family therapy activity, it is based on the sensitization 

of the parents, (parental love) which constitutes the guarantee of the possible receptivity to 

determine or radical changes in the attitude and educational beliefs of children and adolescents. 

National programs can be initiated, with local actors to support family therapy projects with 

specialists and material resources, to promote the achievements of a "healthy" family: 

communication between family members; the type of family relationships; power structures in 

the family group; differentiation between family members; affectivity within the family group; 

coping with social events and difficulties; 

b) at the level of the public administration, central and local, there are various 

departments and services whose main purpose is the protection and assistance of minors in 

crisis or in difficulty, the General Directorate for Child Protection, the Center for Receiving 

Delinquent Minors, the Probation Service, Centers for Re-education etc. Following the 

evaluations and through the lens of "invisible" results (for example, the permanent increase in 

the number of delinquent minors) it can be considered that their activity can be optimized. A 

form of efficiency can be the extra-institutional, permanent and contractual evaluation, carried 

out by professional non-governmental associations and recognized in the community; 

c) at the regional level, specialized programs can be organized for the social, school and 

professional reintegration of delinquent teenagers. When an adolescent who dropped out of 

school is faced with the prospect of finding a job, he usually discovers that this universe is just 

as hostile to him as the school world. In general, the available positions require a level of 

education that delinquents do not possess. The jobs they have access to are very poorly paid, 

which causes them to resort to criminal acts. The school, social and professional insertion 

programs will be intended for students with school failure and will formulate concrete and 

varied tasks, capable of motivating them, such as: practical activities, of a scientific or 

technological nature, the study of the environment. These programs must take place within 

specially designated school institutions, with the help of coordinators who mediate the student's 

relationship with the school and family environment. 

The issue of minimizing juvenile delinquency is a very complex and broad one, that's 

why the research carried out was aimed at studying the role of community institutions in the 

reintegration of delinquent minors. 

Following the research and studies in this field, we realized how necessary it is to fill 

the existing gaps in the domestic legislation. It is extremely important that all the interested 

parties in a society, namely the state, in its capacity as central administration, regional and local 

authorities, school community leaders, the family, NGOs and, especially, those concerning 

young people, civil society and every individual in particular, to be directly involved in the 

design and implementation of an integrated national strategy regarding juvenile delinquency. 

An effective fight against juvenile delinquency requires the implementation of an integrated 

and effective school, social, family and educational policy, which will contribute to the 

transmission of social and civic values and the early socialization of young people; it is also 
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necessary to define a policy focused on better economic and social cohesion, aimed at reducing 

social inequalities and combating social exclusion and poverty, with special attention being 

paid to the poverty that affects children. It is necessary, otherwise, that families, educators and 

society transmit values to young people from an early age. 
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