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ABSTRACT: 

SCHOOL CLOSURES RELATED TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC HAVE HAD A SIGNIFICANT BUT 

DIFFERENT IMPACT ON CHILDREN AROUND THE WORLD, AS NOT ALL HAVE THE SAME 

OPPORTUNITIES, TOOLS OR ACCESS TO CONTINUE THEIR EDUCATION. 

FOR MILLIONS OF STUDENTS, THE CLOSING OF THEIR SCHOOLS WAS NOT A MOMENTARY 

INTERRUPTION OF THEIR EDUCATION, BUT AN ABRUPT END TO IT. 

 EDUCATION SHOULD BE AT THE HEART OF ALL GOVERNMENTS' RECOVERY PLANS, WITH THE 

GOAL OF MAKING EDUCATION FREE AND ACCESSIBLE FOR CHILDREN EVERYWHERE. 

GOVERNMENTS SHOULD ACT QUICKLY TO REVERSE THE UNPRECEDENTED DAMAGE TO 

CHILDREN'S EDUCATION CAUSED BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. 
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Introduction 

In May 2021, all schools in 26 countries were closed, and those in another 55 countries 

were partially open, meaning either only certain units or only certain classes. According to 

UNESCO, 90% of school-age children worldwide have seen their education disrupted by the 

pandemic. 

For millions of students, school closures are not a momentary interruption of their 

education, but an abrupt end to it, Human Rights Watch has found2. 

The coronavirus pandemic has forced more than 190 countries to close their schools and 

suddenly switch, somehow, to distance learning. At the height of the crisis, more than 85 percent 

of students globally were out of the traditional school system, and in October 2020, 108 countries 

reported losing an average of 47 days of face-to-face instruction, or about a quarter of the school 

year. 

 
1 Scientific researcher – „Constantin Brâncuși” University of Targu Jiu, gabriela.gorun@gmail.com 
2 Human Rights Report 2021, "Years Don't Wait for Them", Increased Inequalities in Children's Right to Education 
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic 
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To replace the traditional school, public authorities have had to quickly offer distance 

education solutions, from online platforms to educational programs broadcast on television and 

radio, to printed courses delivered to the home or sent by e-mail. Despite efforts, 40% of school 

children worldwide have lost contact with their teachers. Students from disadvantaged 

backgrounds have suffered the most as they depend on schools for digital equipment and computer 

skills3. 

School closures related to the COVID-19 pandemic and the shift to distance learning have 

left many children behind. Digital educational tools could help them catch up and bridge learning 

gaps caused by hangups and other disruptions4. 

The impact of the Covid-19 epidemic on young people was more severe than expected. 

School closures, learning delays, loss of knowledge, lack of access to distance learning 

materials. A report published by the World Bank highlights the dramatic consequences of the 

Covid-19 pandemic for young students around the world. 

They haven't even started their working lives yet and they're already at risk of losing nearly 

$17 trillion in revenue. This is much more than expected, alarm the World Bank and UN agencies. 

This amount corresponds to around 14% of the current world GDP and is higher than the 

10 trillion dollars estimated in 20205. 

In low- and middle-income countries, the percentage of children unable to read and 

understand simple text by the age of 10 – which was already over 50% before the pandemic – 

could quickly rise to nearly 70% due to school closures and the lower quality of distance education. 

The Covid-19 crisis has paralyzed education systems around the world. Twenty-one 

months later, schools remain closed for millions of children, and others may never return to 

school,” commented Jaime Saavedra, Education Manager at the World Bank. 

 

 

 

 
3  Silvia Guallar Artal, Martin Humburg și Nihan Koseleci Blanchy sunt economiști din domeniul educației în Divizia 

Educație și Cercetare Publică a Băncii Europene de Investiții. 
4 D. Ritz, G. O’Hare, M.& Burgess, M. The hidden impact of COVID-19 on child protection and wellbeing. Save the 

Children International, (2020). https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/18174/pdf/the_hidden_impa 

ct_of_covid-19  accesed in 8.10.2022. 

5 Raport UNESCO published, 6 december 2021 

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/18174/pdf/the_hidden_impa%20ct_of_covid-19
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/18174/pdf/the_hidden_impa%20ct_of_covid-19
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The most precarious in the front line 

The report states that the loss of knowledge children face is morally unacceptable. It can 

have devastating effects on the productivity, earnings and well-being of this generation of children 

and youth, their families and economies around the world. 

The health crisis has exacerbated educational inequalities, hitting the poorest, disabled or 

youngest children hardest, the report points out6. 

Girls also faced greater challenges in accessing distance education as "their learning was 

restricted by certain social norms, limited digital skills and lack of access to equipment," the 

document said. 

If governments have implemented exceptional aid measures to deal with the pandemic, less 

than 3% of these funds have been allocated to education. 

COVID-19 has affected each and every one of us. 

In one year, I saw how, in one way or another, our life underwent deep, sometimes 

excessive changes. The pandemic has affected us as individuals, as families, as communities, as 

societies and as a planet. It has changed the way we interact with each other and with nature, and 

it has affected projects, especially educational projects. 

Past experience shows us that emergencies and crises affect the most vulnerable people in 

deeper and more lasting ways. And this pandemic was no exception. Its impact, whether it 

manifests as an infection or a seizure, is fundamentally uneven. 

COVID-19 has accentuated and exacerbated existing inequalities. It was accompanied by 

a poverty pandemic and increased the number of children and adolescents who are in a situation 

of social disadvantage. 

From Bangladesh to El Salvador, from Niger to India, we see this virus threatening all 

efforts to support the most vulnerable communities. The pandemic forces us to be more flexible 

and innovative in order to generate a greater impact, but also to redouble our efforts on the ground, 

because the exceptional situation experienced has strengthened pre-existing situations, threats and 

problems, such as youth marriage, recruitment by armed groups , child labour, trafficking and 

increasing child poverty and exclusion, among others. The virus has affected the social ladder of 

 
6Silvia Guallar Artal, Martin Humburg and Nihan Koseleci Blanchy, Education after pandemie, 

https://www.eib.org/fr/essays/covid-19-digital-education, accesed in  7.10.2022 

 

https://www.eib.org/fr/essays/covid-19-digital-education
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education, accelerated the growth of inequality and lack of opportunity, and put at risk the future 

of children and adolescents who were already disadvantaged before the pandemic7. 

The impact on education is major 

Education is seen as a catalyst for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 

maintaining social cohesion and improving the economic performance of societies. 

In all countries, schooling and the right to education are linked to the realization of other 

rights, such as protection or nutrition, as well as improving the quality of well-being of children 

and adolescents. This is one of the reasons why we advocate and promote face-to-face education. 

Education is, or at least should be, a tool capable of breaking the cycle of poverty, as well 

as an indispensable mechanism for intergenerational social mobility and poverty reduction. 

But for these functions to be performed effectively, it is essential to rethink educational 

models based on the four pillars of equity, quality, open access and inclusion. If urgent measures 

are not taken in this direction, the number of children and adolescents excluded from education 

will increase. 

The result will be a worsening of the inequalities in access to learning and the quality of 

education that already existed before the pandemic, greater segregation, a significant increase in 

school failure and dropout rates, and an irreversible increase in poverty, especially of children and 

youth, and social inequalities. 

The most recent data available worldwide shows that while 85% of students complete 

primary education, this percentage drops significantly in low-income countries, with an average 

of 56% of students completing primary school, only 28 % secondary school and 15% post-

compulsory education. 

Measures taken to stop the outbreak of COVID-19 - school closures, distance learning, etc. 

- have imposed radical changes in educational models around the world. 

These have further aggravated the situation of vulnerable groups of children who have not 

benefited to the same extent from the solutions adopted by governments to ensure the continuity 

of learning. 

 
7 F. Reimers, Learning from a pandemic. The impact of COVID-19 on education around the world. In F. 

Reimers (Ed.), Primary and secondary education during Covid-19. Springer, (2021b). 
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Teaching conditions during the pandemic have further strengthened socio-economic 

barriers, geographical, linguistic or other, which many groups were already struggling to 

overcome. Segregation and discrimination are issues that occur in schools around the world. 

In 25% of countries, legislation defines separate places of education for people with 

disabilities. This figure rose to 40% in Asia and Latin America. In OECD countries, more than 

two-thirds of immigrant students study in schools where at least half of the students come from 

other countries. 

On the other hand, we must emphasize the importance of the role played by teachers. 

Despite the pressure they were under, we must recognize the extraordinary efforts they made to 

keep education afloat during this particularly difficult time. But we must also recognize that the 

success of any educational model will depend on pedagogical innovation, digitalization and, above 

all, more and better teacher training. 

Education has not been a priority for most of 2020. Governments in many countries have 

failed to provide the essential resources and tools to guarantee this fundamental right and necessary 

for the development of a society and a country. The short- and medium-term risk is to widen the 

education gap and increase failure rates and early school leaving. An impact on the social model 

we are building will also be felt in the long term. 

The consequences of the pandemic on non-formal education 

The consequences of the pandemic were also felt on non-formal education, a field of great 

importance for childhood development. The closing of the schools highlighted its educational 

function, its role of emotional support, academic support and guarantor of the link between 

children, their families and the schools themselves. 

  The most vulnerable students did not have the same opportunities to learn in non-formal 

and informal spaces, which widened the educational gap with students from more economically 

advantaged families. 

Adding to the school closures is the difficulty of participating in other non-formal 

educational spaces where children learn through play, discovery, interaction and building 

relationships with their peers and other adults. 

Ensuring these activities are essential to improving children's well-being through social-

emotional education, the importance of which has become clear during periods of strict isolation 

around the world. 
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For children, the summer period is synonymous with relaxation, leisure and free time, but 

it is also a time of learning and development. 

Various studies show that the educational delay accumulated among students during the 

summer vacation period corresponds to one month of learning in a school year. Summer vacations 

gave rise to another reason for rising inequality. Due to the pandemic, children and teenagers in 

vulnerable situations have seen their only chance to "go away during the summer" disappear. They 

thus found themselves in a situation where a new detention seemed to succeed the old one, 

deprived of their relationships and their quality leisure time, unable to learn and communicate with 

their peers. 

Proposals for rethinking education post-COVID-198 

By prioritizing quality, equitable and transformative education, the collapse of the public 

education system can be avoided. A review of the educational model of each country is necessary, 

depending on the following elements: 

a.We must all mobilize to learn, together, the lessons of previous epidemics (SARS, Ebola, 

etc.) and help governments identify available options. 

b. Education managers and policy makers should see this crisis as an opportunity to 

introduce new learning methods accessible to all, to prepare for a new emergency and make the 

system more resilient. 

c. Education is a right and must be a political and social priority. States must protect this 

right through appropriate policies and budgets. Governments must mobilize resources and increase 

education budgets in real, not relative, terms. In fact, given the countries' GDP declines, simply 

maintaining spending percentages will be insufficient. 

d Priority should be given to the most vulnerable students, through more inclusive and 

equitable educational policies. It is imperative to take specific measures to reintegrate children 

who have been left out of the education system, as well as to promote educational alternatives for 

those who will not be able to reintegrate the system. 

e. Children and adolescents are subjects of rights. Their interests must be better defended, 

as well as their participation in the processes of deliberation and decision-making on the political 

 
8 EDUCO - COVID-19 Impact of the pandemic and its consequences on education, 
https://educowebmedia.blob.core.windows.net/educowebmedia/educospain/media/docs/publicaciones/2021/co
vid-19-rapport-resume-educo.pdf, accesed in 10.10.2022. 

https://educowebmedia.blob.core.windows.net/educowebmedia/educospain/media/docs/publicaciones/2021/covid-19-rapport-resume-educo.pdf
https://educowebmedia.blob.core.windows.net/educowebmedia/educospain/media/docs/publicaciones/2021/covid-19-rapport-resume-educo.pdf
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agenda. Their wishes and opinions must be taken into account and safe and relevant spaces for 

participation must be made available to them. 

f Face-to-face teaching should be preferred, making necessary adjustments to maintain 

health security measures. School fulfills a socialization function that goes far beyond the mere 

learning of content. 

g Bridging the digital divide in education should not be limited to the introduction of 

technology. It is also about considering that technology must not prevail over pedagogy and cannot 

leave anyone behind. Bridging the digital divide should be seen as a long-term investment. 

Information and communication technologies must be fully integrated into educational practices, 

while ensuring equal access, use and skills. 

Conclusions 

  The Covid-19 pandemic has disrupted education systems, transforming the context of 

students and families and creating larger social problems. Education systems have reacted quickly, 

using a variety of approaches with mixed effectiveness. As the pandemic continues, education 

systems may experience additional crises in the future. Post-Covid-19 education requires a 

coherent approach that begins with taking stock of the impact of the pandemic on students, 

communities and education systems. Identifying the relevant strategies will define what systems 

will teach in the future and how they will do it. This involves creating flexible mixed systems that 

integrate face-to-face teaching and distance learning, potentially with more teaching in one or the 

other modality depending on the ability to assemble in schools. These strategies should focus on 

accelerating learning by prioritizing the curriculum and educating the whole child. To implement 

such strategies, educators and policymakers must build the capacity of schools, teachers, systems, 

students, and their families. This can be achieved through a variety of approaches, from improving 

the professional development of teachers, to building school networks, to supporting the 

transformation of schools into learning organizations. 
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