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ABSTRACT 

THE CONTEMPORARY ROMANIAN SOCIETY IS GOING THROUGH A PERIOD OF CRISIS DUE TO 

THE PANDEMIC GENERATED BY THE AGGRESSIVE INFECTIONS WITH SARS-COV-2. IN THIS CONTEXT, 

THE CHURCH IS SLOWLY LOSING ITS ROLE OF MAKING PEOPLE UNDERSTAND THEIR LIVES, THE 

WORLD, AND THEIR OWN EXISTENCE, BUT IT MUST FIND A WAY TO BEAR WITNESS TO BELIEVERS AND 

COMMUNICATE THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL. 

SO, IN THE PRESENT MOMENTS, WHEN THE SPIRITUAL PROCESS NEEDS TO BE ACCELERATED, 

THE CHURCH HAS ESTABLISHED A SOLID CONNECTION WITH THE MEDIA IN ORDER TO POSITIVELY 

INFLUENCE PEOPLE IN TERMS OF APPLYING THE NORMS OF LIFE, CIVILIZATION, PRINCIPLES, IDEAS.  

WE WILL DEMONSTRATE, IN OUR RESEARCH, THE IMPORTANCE OF CHURCH PASTORATION 

THROUGH THE MEDIA STARTING FROM THE EXAMPLES OFFERED BY THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 

CHURCH, THE PROTESTANT CHURCHES, WHICH DEVELOPED A PASTORATE THROUGH THE MEDIA BY 

APPEALING TO THE WRITTEN PRESS, BUT ALSO TO RADIO OR TELEVISION BROADCASTS. IN OUR 

HYPOTHESIS WE START FROM THE PREMISE OF THE SUCCESS OF THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX 

CHURCH IN DEVELOPING A PASTORATION THROUGH THE MASS-MEDIA BECAUSE IT MANAGED TO 

DEVELOP A WRITTEN PRESS, ECCLESIASTICAL, SINCE THE INTERWAR PERIOD.  
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1. Introduction 

When we talk about religion, we are talking implicitly about the human factor, which since 

ancient times has needed to believe and believed in divinity. In religion, religious vocation 

strengthens tradition therefore it  is part of the culture and existence of a people, combining with 

its work and ideals. 

Each individual has his own experience in relation to religion, because he has a moral 

conscience, which individualizes him and which shapes his character. In addition to moral, 

individual consciousness there is also a social consciousness of the group in which it lives. „Each 

community/society has a value system, sprung from successive processes of valorization based on 
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a general standard: the ideal of community/society.”2 The value of a religion lies in the identity of 

the effects it produces at the level of society. The individual, who seeks a scale of religious values, 

is a man who researches and wants to perfect his science. A people who have no religion is a 

people without identity. Religion, as a value in the socio-human context, has always completed 

the personality of the individual, trying to form him, since school, through moral-spiritual 

education. A phenomenon that supports the strengthening of confidence in moral-spiritual 

education is the phenomenon that today we call the media. Therefore, faith cannot be missing from 

the interest of the media, because it represents the motivation and ideal of the human being. 

The interest in the study of the religious media in Romania has manifested itself with the 

momentum it has had in recent years, but especially since the whole world was engulfed by the 

Covid-19 pandemic. The crisis caused by this virus has been felt on all levels, including religiously.  

 

2. Media today 

Nowadays, the media can represent, both a positive and a negative aspect, on the formation of 

the individual from a spiritual point of view. Misunderstood, the morally religious information 

transmitted by the media can have a negative effect on tradition, ideas, principles, norms of life, 

civilization in general. Through the titles meant to alarm and discourage more than to build, the 

main factor, the television initiated a division of the hospitable side, so characteristic of the 

Romanian society. The image that the media promotes is not always a edifying factor in the sense 

of faith that is based on the word of divinity.  

Sometimes sensational news, the ones that refer to the modification of the family sturcture, to 

the identity of the individual, to the shift from the morality of religion, become an instrument of 

the negative. „The fact that in this type of environment the sensational is relevant also affects our 

knowledge because the biological structure directs us to the surprise of the sensational, our 

attention focusing on the sensational and not on the relevant”. 3 We can speak, at some point, of 

aggression in the information field, because, any of the manifestations of the media, impose 

erroneous images that are the role of the subjectivity of an individual or perhaps the fruit of an 

 
2 Adrian Gorun, Contributions to the reconstruction of national education identity (summaries), Publishing House 

Academica Brâncuşi, Târgu-Jiu, 2015, p. 84. 
3 Adrian Gorun, Horaţiu Tiberiu Gorun, A brief treatise of epistemiology. Methodological guide for the elaboration 

of a scientific paper. Apps Publishing House Universitaria Craiova, Craiova, 2021, p.64. 
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influence from the political, social, economic world, which contradicts the spiritual aspirations of 

the individual or society to which he belongs. Unfortunately, it is very obvious that some 

publications or TV programs are of a commercial character and provide the beneficiaries with 

information about violence, eroticism, antisocial deeds, which from a religious point of view 

dehumanize, break the normal relations between people leading to depression and even suicide.  

We all remember the blue whale game  that divided families and pushed to death so many 

young people, a game that, unfortunately, was possible to be run through social media. Also, the 

sequence of images and the rapidity of the evolution of informationalso make their mark on the 

thinking and action, moving the emphasis outwards to the detriment of the inner self. It is true that, 

in any context, there is communication, most of the time it is carried out by word. What must be 

taken into account is the unaltered preservation of the positive meaning of the word and its use in 

order to strengthen the fundamental norms of spirituality in order to be able to discern between 

models and antimodels. It is very easy that, not having the right guidance and the proper life 

experience, a young man to make an idol to guide himself. 

According to the Barometer of Religious Life in Romania, the religious iserics/cults are 

presented rather negatively in the mass-media, which exaggerates some activities in the daily life 

of the cults.  

Following the sociological research conducted by the Larics Sociological Research Center 

(Laboratory for the Analysis of Information Warfare and Strategic Communication), in partnership 

with the State Secretariat for Religious Denominations and the Institute of Political Sciences and 

International Relations (ISPRI) of the Romanian Academy, between November 30 and December 

7, 2020, 46.5% of those surveyed said that b isericile/religious cults are presented rather negatively 

in the press, while 34.9% believe that they are presented rather positively. 18.6% of respondents 

did not know/did not answer this question. 
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Fig. no.1 The barometer of religious life in Romania 

Source: https://ispri.ro/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Barometrul-vietii-religioase-LARICS-CCSL-

16.12.2020.pdf   

Another question of interest to our study, namely: "What do you think is the reason why 

biserics/cults are presented negatively in the press? (for those who said that churches are presented 

negatively in the press) " of those surveyed, 47.3% answered that the main reason is that the press 

exaggerates some problems in the daily activity of the isherics/cults, and 35.1% found the main 

reason for the real problems in the daily activity  of the bisherics/cults; 15.9% of respondents said 

that the majority of journalists and opinion formers are not religious persons, while 1.7% did not 

respond. 

 

 

 

Fig. No. 2 The barometer of religious life in Romania 

Source: https://ispri.ro/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Barometrul-vietii-religioase-LARICS-CCSL-

16.12.2020.pdf  

The research was carried out, on a multilayered, probabilistic sample of 1000 people, repertoire 

for the Romanian population, aged 18 years and over 18 years. The maximum permissible error of 

the data is ± 3%, at a 95% confidence degree. 

The questionnaires were applied in the sectors of the capital and in all the counties of Romania, 

the sample being validated based on the official data of the National Institute of Statistics.  

In a world of globalization in which we live today, the media draws attention from the Christian 

message. She wants to affect dogma, to consider the outdated message of divinity and the teaching 

of religious cults a pretext for the weak. Thus, if we are not vigilant, from a people with deep 

Christian valences, we will thicken the ranks of atheists. „In their effort to control the attention 

and emotions [of the public, n.m.]  the media acts as a bricoleur, in the sense given by Claude 
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Levi-Strauss: it collects and reassembles thematic, narrative and symbolic material from 

numerous sources, but especially from the living religions of modernity. Whether these forms 

created by the media through the absorption of religion become a new and specific form of religion 

(non-traditional) is a question that is still unclear”.4 We do not want to say that the media, in 

general, carries a negative aura, just to turn our attention to the study of the facts that are promoted 

in relation to reality and true values. The reality of the existence of the media is obvious, and its 

role is to present the concrete reality, to influence positively, to shape attitudes, values and 

behaviors. 

 

3. The religious press in Romania after 1989 

Unfortunately, Romania was a victim of the communist regime, which instituted a deep crisis, 

from a religious point of view, leading to religious destabilisation and with a population that was 

governed by absolute concerns and worries for tomorrow. This period meant from a religious point 

of view a degeneration and a closure of the freedoms of man that anyone could hardly remember. 

After 1989 in Romania, the conditions of democratic freedom imposed on religious cults to have 

a different kind of presence at the social level, materialized in displaying their image through 

modern media means, namely: the widely circulated written press, television, radio, internet. From 

the inside, they aim to provide an answer to the missionary context of pervading the ideologies of 

the passing world, without thereby losing the value of religious teaching, and from the outside, it 

is aimed at presenting the vivid and dynamic image of cults. 

With the fall of communism, religious cults regained their freedom of expression in the public 

space. According to Law no. 489/2006 on religious freedom in Romania,  18 cults are recognized. 

According to the  2011 census,  the majority religion is Orthodox (86.45%)5. 

The roots of the appearance of the church press in  Romania can  be found in Buzau, where in  

1839 appears the  first newspaper of a religious cult  on  the territory of  our country, the Church 

Herald, religious newspaper and moral.  „It 's significance lies in the fact that it was the first 

newspaper in our Church, paving the way for later periodicals.”6 

 
4 Mihai Coman, Media, Religion, Public Space, Publishing House Polirom, Bucharest, 2020, p.59. 
5 https://insse.ro/cms/files/publicatii/pliante%20statistice/08-Recensamintele%20despre%20religie_n.pdf  
6 Mircea Păcurariu, History of the Romanian Orthodox Church, Volume 3, Publishing House of the Biblical and 

Mission institute of the Romanian Orthodox Church, Bucharest, 1994, p.299. 
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With the passage of time, religious cults have adapted to the times in which we live and have 

tried to bring the divine message as close as possible to people. This does not mean religious 

indoctrination or religious proselytizing, but an update of the Churches. Thus, in our country we 

find religious TV channels: Trinitas TV (Orthodox Church Romanian), Speranta TV (Seventh-day 

Adventist Church), Alfa Omega TV (Christian interfaith and mosaic station), Credo TV 

(Pentecostal Church). In addition to these TV stations there are newspapers and publications with 

a Christian character. The religious and moral norms that over time have been the landmarks of 

social consciousness are considered in this period, elements of private life. The role of the religious 

media is to make people aware that not everything is about the now and here. „The question arises 

as to the basis of a Christian press. Some would be quick to rule it out because the editorial is not 

a patristic genre, or because God and Mammon cannot be served together. Others would say that 

at the end of the communist experience, no one supports ethical maximalism anymore, be it 

translated into sour daunts, emboldened norms or victorian admonitions.”7 

Catholic theologian Johann Baptist Metz gave a definition of religion during the pandemic 

period, as well as the warning to an overly secularized religion: „Do not settle too comfortably 

with your God. Pause! Recover!” 8And, lo and behold, now, the entire Globe is going through the 

experience of "interruption", because the new coronavirus knows no stopping, reinventing itself 

after every wave, and the world has stopped in place and is afraid.  

When hundreds of thousands of people perished from famine in Africa, or a volcano erupted 

in Iceland or a tsunami caused death and suffering in Asia, most of humanity could medially track 

incidents remotely. Those times have passed. Corona is aimed at us all. 

Corona also became a religious matter, a spiritual one. Pain, mourning, doubt, anger. As a 

faithful man you have to bear, first of all, that such a thing is possible in God's creation. 

Despite all the legal restrictions, the media, both local and national, managed to maintain 

humanity's contact with society and divinity, transmitting on specific ways the Christian message, 

materialized in religious manifestations. ”Religion on television, for example, cannot fully express 

 
7 Theodore Baconsky, The temptation of good. Essays on the urbanity of faith, Publishing House Anastasia, 

Bucharest, 1999, p.83. 
8  https://www.dw.com/ro/comentariu-religie-%C8%99i-reculegere-%C3%AEn-vreme-de-corona/a-53095812 
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the participatory element of religious faith and practice... the media emptys the religious faith of 

its essence and reduces it to information about religious events or observable performances.”9 

The figures provided by Kautar Media for C.N.A. show us that during the lockdown period 

(March-April 2020), when churches were closed and people's access was  restricted  to participate  

in religious services during Easter, the audiences of these events reached an appreciable level of 

growth, given that between 23.50 and 00.30, out of the 5.6 million Romanians,  4.4 of them 

watched the Resurrection service on various TV stations10.  

This shows us that the mechanism of communication through the media is one of major 

interest, being appreciated by the entire cultural-Christian society, being necessary and beneficial 

in a globalized society.  

 

4. Conclusions 

The well-known painter and publicist Sorin Dumitrescu in an interview conducted by Radu 

Comănescu in the Ziua newspaper on March 18, 2000 proposed to the Church to provide an answer 

on the problems of the current society and from a theological perspective: „(...) Any social, 

political, economic, cultural event can be commented on from a Christian perspective. (...) What's 

more, the reading angle of the Christian can be extraordinarily useful, firstly completely 

unexpected, revealing extremely bold perspectives (...) of political thought, and secondly, it can be 

extremely useful to the elders of the day or to the citizen who reads the press.”11  These proposals 

are bold, but it must be borne in mind that the Christian journalist, too, must be endowed with a 

certain dose of realism, which will help him to discern, what are the values of today's society, and 

what can be done to improve them. Through its presence in the media, the Church must promote 

the formation of a public opinion, to preach an educational role, highlighting the supreme message 

and the purpose of the human person. 
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