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ABSTRACT: DOCUMENTARY RESEARCH IS A WORK STAGE THAT MUST BE CARRIED OUT 

BEFORE STARTING AN EMPIRICAL STUDY. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC RESEARCH IS A FUNDAMENTAL STAGE IN THE RESEARCH PROCESS, BECAUSE 

ITS RELEVANCE AND CREDIBILITY DEPEND ON IT. 

THE CREDIBILITY OF A RESEARCH AND ITS RELEVANCE ARE MEASURED IN PART BY THE 

ORIGINALITY, DIVERSITY, RELEVANCE OF THE CHOICE AND WAYS OF USING ITS BIBLIOGRAPHIC 

SOURCES. 

THIS ARTICLE ANSWERS QUESTIONS SUCH AS: 

HOW TO CHOOSE RELEVANT BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOURCES? HOW TO USE THEM CORRECTLY? AND 

HOW TO QUOTE THEM AND USE THEM CORRECTLY? 

THERE ARE SEVERAL STEPS TO THIS, INCLUDING EXPLORATION, CLASSIFICATION, 

EXPLOITATION AND DOCUMENTATION. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC RESEARCH MUST BE UNDERTAKEN IN A METHODICAL MANNER IN ORDER TO 

BE EFFECTIVE. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC RESEARCH IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE. 
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Introduction 

The study activity of a researcher, including a doctoral researcher, involves, first of all, the 

knowledge of the literature edited by other researchers in the reference field, in order to use them 

- as a source of inspiration - for further research. 

The knowledge of the specialized literature is possible through the application of the 

bibliographic research method, which means an activity of selecting the information sources, using 

different bibliographic tools: electronic and traditional catalogs, bibliographies, databases, 

websites, etc. The bibliographic research activity is called documentations, without which no 

scientific research can be carried out2. 

The documentation is a multilateral process that outlines the means necessary for the 

dissemination of documents and familiarizes with the subject of future research. 

Generally, the documentation process consists of several stages: 
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-information about the sources that are carried out through the following main operations: 

identification of existing sources for the research topic; the place where it is stored and the 

possibilities of obtaining it, of access; outlining a programme to continue the information during 

the research stages following the documentation as a whole, until the completion of a research 

topic. 

-the collection of sources includes the following activities: finding all the sources; noting 

the sources; summary examination of the sources (their contents, meaning, possibility of further 

use, etc.) 

-the study of sources is the stage witch involves the most intense intellectual consumption 

of time. It includes the following important activities: grouping sources into several classes, in 

relation to the content of the research topic and the available study time; overall assessment of 

sources; in-depth study of sources from the perspective of the need for knowledge of the 

specialized literature, empirical facts, theoretical hypotheses and ideas for and against, the method 

of analysis, etc. For this purpose, tools and techniques specific to each form of documentation are 

used. 

-the use of sources refers to: the systematized recording of the information of a source as a 

basis for comparison and confrontation with other sources; general interpretation of sources; 

preparing the use of documentary information in the other stages of the research itself, finalizing 

the final structure of the work for writing, etc. 

Bibliographic documentation is a component of the scientific documentation process, its role 

being to give the possibility that, through the specialized literature, to be known all the scientific 

results existing at a certain time. 

 The typology of documentary sources3 

1.Traditional sources 

- The main categories of traditional sources are: 

o a.books; 

o b.articles published in specialized journals; 

o c.articles published or presented at scientific conferences; 

o d.specialized technical reports 

2. Online sources 

 
3 Rossitza Kyheng, The bibliographical reference: norm and praxis, In Texto, Paris, December 2003. [on line] 

[Consulted on 2.04.2022]. 
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An online source is a material that can be found in digital databases – a magazine, an online 

newspaper or a website, reviewed magazines, web pages, forums and blogs. Other names for 

online sources are: electronic sources, web sources or internet sources. Since there are many 

sources available online, it is important to know which ones are trustworthy and how to quote. 

Many authors make their scientific articles available through their websites (found by Google 

Scholar, in English, Google Scholar). 

Many universities promote mechanisms for publishing their own researchers online, 

increasing the chance of articles being cited. Here, however, another great inconvenience arises: 

the issue of copyright, an aspect that has not yet been put in place satisfactorily for the parties 

involved. 

3. Other sources 

This is where patents and standards can be taken into account. 

In a top of the trust and credibility of sources first we have magazines and conferences with 

reviewers that are the best sources of information. A journal contains a collection of research 

papers on one or more general topics. The papers in the journals are carefully and rigorously 

checked and analyzed by specialized reviewers before publication. The proceedings of the 

conferences are very similar to the magazines. 

Research conferences are held regularly around the world. They are attended by dozens, 

hundreds, and in some cases, even thousands of researchers. Each researcher or team of researchers 

attending a conference makes a presentation of their research, after which they must answer the 

questions. Thus, any ambiguity can be clarified. After the conference, the papers are published in 

the so-called proceedings of the conference. The highest rated conferences also request the articles 

before the event takes place, precisely in order to evaluate them4. 

Beware: not all conferences follow a rigorous evaluation process! 

In second place, we have the specialized magazines. Some professional bodies are heavily 

involved in research and support/fund research conferences and publish numerous journals. Most 

of the time, they print in the journals they support versions of complete research papers. In many 

respects, they are almost as good as the research papers published in journals, but the language 

and explanations are simplified so that, for novice researchers, such a journal can be an excellent 

starting point and a reliable source of information. 

 
4 Roy Rozenzweig, [Application], Center for History and New Media,. Available at: http://www.zotero.org/ accessed 

8.04. 022 
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Official standards are published by governmental and professional bodies whose authority 

and reputation are undeniable. These include: software used, for example, in data processing 

(SPSS, eView MSProject, etc.), engineering standards, medical, ethical and legal standards, etc. It 

is worth mentioning, however, that although they are authorized and reputable, they do not concern 

research and therefore cannot constitute primary sources of information, unless the research paper 

is aimed at improving one of these standards. 

Published Doctoral theses can be considered sources of high-quality research information, 

because all the statements they contain are well documented and justified or, at least, this is how 

it should be... 

Textbooks can be sources of high-quality information, but they do not provide descriptions 

of the research that led to the statements offered, so that, for the purpose of developing a research 

paper, they are almost completely unnecessary5. 

And the Internet is an unreliable source of information/news, which is quickly updated, so 

unreliable, given the fact that anyone can easily publish something on the web. For these reasons, 

web references should be avoided. 
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