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ABSTRACT: THIS MATERIAL HIGHLIGHTS THE POSITIVE ASPECTS OF RETHINKING THE FUTURE OF 

HUMANITY FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF GREEN ENERGY, AS WELL AS THE DIFFICULTIES THAT WILL BE 

ENCOUNTERED IN THE PROCESS OF TRANSITION TO CLIMATE NEUTRALITY. STUDIES IN THE FIELD 

ANTICIPATE THAT THE SOCIAL SHOCK WILL BE AS STEEP AS POSSIBLE IN THE STAGES OF 

IMPLEMENTING MEASURES AIMED AT PROTECTING AND IMPROVING THE CLIMATE. IN ORDER TO 

AVOID SLIPPAGE AND ADVERSE EFFECTS, INCLUDING ON MIGRATION, IT IS NECESSARY THAT 

MEASURES TO MITIGATE THE EFFECTS OF THE REPLACEMENT OF CARBON ENERGY WITH 

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY GO BEYOND PERSONAL AND GROUP INTERESTS. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The European Union's goal of becoming climate neutral by 2050 will also have an impact 

on migration. 

The project itself recognizes that the success of the implementation of this goal depends on 

the transformation of society and the rethinking of the economy in terms of efficiency and equity. 

Will the local political-administrative apparatus have the capacity to design, initiate and 

implement solutions that, simultaneously with environmental protection, will help the Romanian 

state to recover financially, the inhabitants to have a better life and the demographics to be no 

longer in danger? 

Can this need to neutralize the gases released into the atmosphere and a restart for the 

societies whose populations have chosen to migrate massively for survival or for a more decent 

life? Or will it accentuate poverty, lack of alternatives and inequalities between social classes, with 

all the negative consequences of such a perspective? 
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Although it is treated as a secondary one in the agenda of the day, against the background 

of the Covid 19 pandemic and the war in Ukraine, the subject is particularly relevant for decision 

makers, facing the challenge of managing an increasingly uncertain future and at the same time 

deeply reconceptualized. 

 

PRESENTING THE CONTEXT OF THE ISSUES REPORTED 

Climate neutrality 

The Paris Agreement, reached on 12 December 2015, is a legally binding global climate 

change Convention that entered into force on 4 November 20162. 

Before Russia3 invaded Ukraine in December 2019, the European Council concluded on 

the need for the EU to become climate4 neutral by 2050, designing policies for a financially and 

socially efficient transition, depending on national specificities. 

A year later, in December 2020, the reference institution approved the EU’s binding target 

of “net domestic greenhouse gas emissions reduction by at least 55% by 2030 compared to 19905 

levels”. 

According to the press release of February 21, 2022, posted on the website of the Council 

of the European Union6, it is imperative that the issue of climate change and, implicitly, energy, 

be thought of in the peace – security – human rights paradigm, and that global financial flows be 

redirected to sustainable and green investments. 

As the nature of economic activities in some countries depends significantly on fossil fuels, 

with entire single-industry areas providing jobs related to this industry, the EU has introduced the 

“Fair Transition Mechanism” and set up the “Fair Transition Fund”. 

Billions of euros are earmarked for financial and technical support of "regions most 

affected by the shift to a low-carbon economy"7 (retraining opportunities in green jobs; increased 

energy efficiency in housing; transition to green technology; sustainable public transport; 

digitalisation; clean energy infrastructure). 

 

Migration of labor force 

According to data centralized at the level of the national Institute of Statistics, between 

2017-2021 , 132.5328 romanians emigrated permanently from Romania (of which 34.341 in 2021 

and 21.031 in 2020 – in full pandemic). During the same period, 940 people left the country 

permanently (of which 140 in 2020 and 277 last year). 

 
2 In 2017, under the Trump administration, the United States – assessed after China as the second largest emitter of 

greenhouse gases – notified the United Nations of its withdrawal from the agreement (a decision that became official 

in November 2020), officially re-entering the Biden presidency in February 2021; 
3 on 24th  february 2022; 
4 reduction of emissions and higher carbon absorption (gases released into the atmosphere are neutralized); 
5 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/ro/policies/climate-change/paris-agreement/; 
6https://www.consilium.europa.eu/ro/press/press-releases/2022/02/21/climate-diplomacy-council-calls-for-

accelerating-the-implementation-of-the-glasgow-cop26-outcomes/; 
7 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/ro/policies/green-deal/; 
8 http://statistici.insse.ro:8077/tempo-online/#/pages/tables/insse-table; 
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Between 2017 and 2020, there are 894.408 temporary immigrants from Romania9 (186.818 

in 2020), of which 15.178 come from  Gorj county (3.178 registered as temporary immigrants in 

2020). 

In total, there are over 1 million Romanians (1.026.940) who have been abroad in the last 

5 years, of which 16.118 are only from Gorj county– all in search of a better life. 

In the absence of viable solutions, the abandonment of industries that affect the 

environment will generate an increase in unemployment in our country and, implicitly, the increase 

in migration – a phenomenon that is increasingly worrying from a demographic perspective, 

national identity, equal opportunities. 

 

Status, strengths and vulnerabilities 

On the website of the Ministry of European Investments and Projects we find the fair 

transition operational programs (POTJ 2021-2027)10, implicitly the Territorial Plan for a Fair 

Transition in Gorj County (PTTJ Gorj)11. 

This document states that the objectives, policies and measures "to ensure the national 

contribution to achieving the European Union (EU) energy and climate targets for 2030 and for 

climate neutrality of the economy by 2050"12 are set out in the Integrated National Energy and 

Climate Change Plan (PNIESC) 2021 - 203013 and the National Recovery and Resilience Plan 

(PNRR)14. 

The climate and energy targets for 2030 are focused on reducing emissions, reducing 

energy consumption, increasing energy from renewable sources. 

Reforms and investments aimed at the transition to climate neutrality aim at: decarbonising 

the energy sector by 2032, decarbonising the industrial sector; private investments in the 

production of electricity from renewable sources and the promotion of clean technologies 

(simultaneously with the consolidation of regulations in the field); energy efficiency in industry; 

transformation of technological processes. 

From the Territorial Plan for a Fair Transition in Gorj County we find that in this area, with 

its vast energy infrastructure based on coal extraction, were recorded - as in Dolj, Hunedoara, 

Mureș, Prahova and Galați - most emissions verified in 2020. The positive part in terms of 

emissions, also noted by the National Energy Regulatory Authority (ANRE), is that in April 2022, 

natural gas production (15.39%)15 was at very close levels of coal-based production (16.68%), 

predominant being hydropower (35.83%) and renewable (24.33%). 

 
9 http://statistici.insse.ro:8077/tempo-online/#/pages/tables/insse-table; “temporary immigrants are persons who 

emigrate abroad for a period of at least 12 months; 
10 http://mfe.gov.ro/minister/perioade-de-programare/perioada-2021-2027/; 
11 in accordance with Annex II to Regulation 1056/2021 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 

2021 on the establishment of the Fund for a Fair Transition; 
12 http://mfe.gov.ro/minister/perioade-de-programare/perioada-2021-2027/; 
13 approved by the Government of Romania by Decision no. 1076/2021 
14 implemented, approved by the EU Council on November 3rd , 2021; 
15 approved "as a transition fuel to a decarbonised energy industry"; 
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By 2032, the closure of mining operations and energy complexes based on coal and 

lignite16 is planned, as well as the decarbonization of the industrial sector. 

From the Modernization Fund, at the level of the Oltenia Energy Complex will be built 

photovoltaic and electricity production capacities "based on natural gas in combined cycle", steps 

that will contribute, along with other measures, to honor Romania's commitments on climate 

neutrality until 2050. 

According to PTTJ in Gorj County, green alternatives in the local industry will not be able 

to solve, however, the problem of unemployment (in 2021, unemployment was above the national 

average), they will even accentuate this phenomenon. The approximately 1700 jobs that will be 

created for jobs which require a basic level of training or the environment will be insufficient 

compared to the more than 7000 jobs that will be made available in the energy sector. This, in the 

context in which the county's population is declining, the working age population is declining, a 

third of the population lives in disadvantaged areas, incomes are below the national average. 

In short, it is anticipated that in mono-industrial areas, as in the case of Gorj County, 

the social impact of the transition to climate neutrality in Romania will be severe, with 

increasing social inequalities and the risk of extreme poverty, but also with increasing 

depopulation. 

European strategies offer solutions for the smoothest transition to green energy, but the 

success of their implementation (ensuring applicability) requires vision from local authorities, 

professionalism, commitment, involvement and significant reduction of corruption. 

Thus, it is considered as imperative: diversification of the economy, development of 

technical-public infrastructure and public services, promotion of investments, support of the 

entrepreneurial environment, transparent awareness campaigns. It can be added to increasing the 

capacity of absorption of European funds and, in particular, increasing the efficiency of 

cooperation between institutions17, given the holistic view on the project of climate neutrality, but 

also the fact that the whole economy and society will undergo transformations. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Scientists are still drawing attention to the need to neutralize the gases released into the 

atmosphere if we are to save the planet. 

Given the large amounts of money with which the European Green Pact project will be 

funded, it can also be seen as a good opportunity to eliminate the negative repercussions of the 

Covid-19 pandemic18. 

 
16 being maintained as a technical reserve (period 2026 - 2030) the Turceni group 5 and the Rovinari groups 5 and 6; 
17 from the County Group for coordinating the transition to climate neutrality will include “all relevant socio-
economic and academic actors, private and public, together with the authorities responsible for environmental 
protection (County Agency for Environmental Protection, Forestry Directorate, Environmental Guard), labor and 
social protection (County Employment Agency, Territorial Labor Inspectorate and County Agency for Payments and 
Social Inspections), education and public health ”; 
18 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_ro; 
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High costs in terms of financial and social stability can also be seen if environmental 

degradation is perpetuated and living under the auspices of an increasingly unbalanced clime. 

Therefore, the transition to green energy, with all its disturbances, can be considered an alternative 

whose costs do not exceed the benefits. In addition, properly managed, the crisis generated by 

the reconfiguration of energy production can be transformed into benefits: a chance for 

states like Romania to keep their people at home, to offer them professional alternatives and 

new opportunities in a changing world. What they would find in other European countries, if 

they continued to choose to work there for a better living, but also for the raising of the economies 

of those States, to the detriment of their own country. 

Documents such as PTTJ in Gorj County reflect as objectively as possible the economic, 

social and, of course, environmental reality when we talk about the effects of the transition to a 

neutral climate. They also warn of particular problems that regions economically dependent on 

coal extraction will face. However, the solutions proposed to overcome the impact of abolishing 

the old economy are not so applied. 

The only concrete opportunity identified in Gorj County is, for example, the exploitation 

of graphite resources from Baia de Fier, graphene can be used in the field of telecommunications, 

medicine, electronics, battery production for electric cars. There is also talk, as highlighted above, 

of the need to diversify economies and everything related to supporting investment and the 

entrepreneurial environment, the development of innovation and technology transfer capacities, 

vocational retraining and early education – aspects of a high degree of generality and which should 

have been constantly taken into account in all circumstances, not only under the auspices of energy 

reform. 

In this context, he risk of depopulation by choosing migration as the only solution for 

survival is high. 

The lack of determination of the decision-makers for managing the situation in favor of a 

social and economic restart can be seen in the punctuality with which the targets for the closure of 

coal-fired production capacities are checked, unlike the inertia it demonstrates when it comes to 

presenting and implementing productive solutions for economic recovery and real social support 

for the people affected. The latter know that they are unemployed and must find their own means 

of survival. 
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