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ABSTRACT: IN THIS ARTICLE WE ADDRESS THE PROBLEM OF VACCINATION 

AGAINST COVID-19, BETWEEN NEED AND RISKS, BETWEEN UNDERSTANDING AND 

FEARS, BETWEEN CONDITIONING AND AWARENESS. 

THE FACT SHOWS THAT HUMANITY IS CURRENTLY FACING UNPRECEDENTED 

RISKS, HEALTH RISKS GENERATING A TRUE DISORDER OF LIFE AND SOCIAL BALANCE. 

BEYOND THE CONCRETE EFFECTS OF THE GLOBAL MEDICAL SITUATION, THE SOCIO-

ECONOMIC IMPACT ON THE COMMUNICATION PLAN AND ON FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN 

RIGHTS PROJECTS THE RECONFIGURATION OF THE WAY. 

IN A STRONGLY INTERCONNECTED WORLD, THE NEED FOR UNITY IS 

PARADOXICALLY. NATURALLY, THE NEED FOR SECURITY IS INCREASING AND, 

IMPLIEDLY, THAT OF SPECIALISTS IN DECISION-MAKING POSITIONS. 

KEYWORDS: VACCINATION, PANDEMIC, RISK, GOVERNMENT, POPULATION, 

HEALTH, SAFETY. 

 

Introduction 

More than 2 years ago, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the 

Wuhan coronavirus a global health emergency, and on March 11, 2020, a pandemic due to COVID-

19. The impact on society and life in general has been major. It has been mutually agreed that this 

pandemic, unique in the last hundred years, will radically transform the way people live in the future. 

Job losses have exacerbated poverty, mobility and other fundamental rights (including the 

right to free expression) have been affected, and cohesion between people has seen unprecedented 
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slippage under the influence of social networks. 

If initially the identification of an antidote was considered the only chance for life to return 

to normal, after the appearance of vaccines on the market, the authorities faced the refusal of the 

population to administer them. Situation in which the right to travel or return to work were 

conditioned by vaccination and the multiple doses required. 

The global management of the health risk situation was accused: drastic isolation measures, 

prolonged quarantine, desecration of death, inefficient communication (undermined by various 

conspiracy theories promoted intensively on online platforms, the only environment in which people 

could relate), conditioning in various ways, the large sums of money monopolized by the 

pharmaceutical industry have also affected people's confidence in the sera released on the market 

about 10 months after the declaration of the pandemic. 

In addition to the percentages considered unsatisfactory in terms of vaccination and its pace, 

various types of fraud in the immunization process have been reported worldwide. The phenomenon 

known as "sink vaccination" involved the involvement of both medical staff and patients in the act 

of hijacking campaigns to get humanity out of the crisis faster. 

Currently, according to the WHO decision, the level of alert regarding Covid-19 (pandemic) 

is maintained worldwide, the situation being justified by the number of infections and mortality still 

high, but also by the unpredictable evolution of the Sars-CoV-2 virus, causing Covid-19. 

Moreover, at the level of 58 countries (80% in Europe) 2 were reported this year, starting with 

May, over 6 thousand cases of "monkeypox". For this reason, the WHO will determine in the near 

future whether this new virus3 is a global health emergency. I mean, a new pandemic. 

 

Situation regarding vaccination against Covid-19 

As of July 13, more than 5 billion people (67.7%) are worldwide registered as vaccinated 

with at least one dose, and 61.1% of the population with the complete scheme4. In low-income 

countries, only 19.4% of people ”received at least one dose” 5. 

In Romania, on June 10, 42.1% of people (over 8 million) with a complete scheme are listed 

as vaccinated6. 

 
 2https://www.mediafax.ro/sanatate/oms-peste-6-000-de-cazuri-de-variola-maimutei-reuniune-de-urgenta-20980164; 
3 usually mild viral infection, which spreads through close physical contact and causes flu-like symptoms and skin 

lesions. According to the WHO website, mortality is 1-10% (https://openwho.org/courses/monkeypox-introduction);  

 4 https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations?country=OWID_WRL; 

 5 https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations?country=ROU; 

 6 Ibidem; 
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According to the data provided by the National Center for Surveillance and Control of 

Communicable Diseases (CNSCBT) 7, until July 10, 2022, over 11 thousand Romanians were 

vaccinated with the 4th dose8. 

Following vaccination, about 20,000 local and general side effects are reported, which 

represents a percentage of 1.2 per 1,000 doses administered9. 

Of the nearly 3 million confirmed cases of Sars-CoV-2 infection in Romania, more than 

65,000 ended in death (93.6% with associated comorbidities, 86.4% occurred in people over 60 years 

and 54.6% were in men) 10. 

The CNSCBT analysis shows that most cases of infection were registered in the age category 

40-49 years, followed, hierarchically, by the others: 30-39 years, 50-59 years, 60-69 years. Covid 

was also found in the younger age groups (including babies), as well as in the 80-year-old ones, the 

mortality rate being higher in people aged between 50 and 80 years. 

On July 12, 2022, Romania has a mortality rate of 1.06%11. The data provided by CNSCBT 

show that 97.1% of Covid cases are cured. 

The analysis of the indicators centralized by the same institution shows that until July 13 a.c., 

globally the mortality rate is 1.13% (over 6 million deaths in over 560 million confirmed cases of 

Covid-19 infection)12. The 1,638 deaths occurred as a result of the almost 970 thousand new cases 

reported13 means 0.16%. 

Official sources, such as the government website vaccinare-covid.gov.ro14, draw attention to 

the trap represented by the percentages that seem small, in terms of mortality rate. It is argued that 

compared to previous years, more people have died in Romania since the virus manifested. Similarly, 

worldwide, the impact of the virus is much greater than other underlying causes of death. 

Including the view that Covid-19 is no more dangerous than the flu virus is contradicted by 

 
 7 subordinated to the National Institute of Public Health within the Ministry of Health; 

 8ttps://insp.gov.ro/download/CNSCBT/docman-files/Coronavirus%20nCoV/raportare_saptamanala_vaccinare_impotriva_covid-

19/Raportare-vaccinari-anti-COVID-19_Saptamana-04.07-10.07.-2022.pdf; 

 9 Ibidem; 

 10 https://insp.gov.ro/download/CNSCBT/docman-files/Coronavirus%20nCoV/analiza_cazuri_confirmate_covid-

19/Raport-saptamanal-EpiSaptamana27_2022.pdf; 

 11 https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations?country=OWID_WRL; 

 12 https://insp.gov.ro/download/CNSCBT/docman-

files/Coronavirus%20nCoV/situatia_la_nivel_global_actualizata_zilnic/an_2022/07_iulie/Situatie-infectii-coronavirus-

COVID-19_13.07.2022.pdf; 

 13 Ibidem; 

 14 https://vaccinare-covid.gov.ro/informatii-inselatoare-despre-statisticile-privind-mortalitatea-in-romania-si-numarul-

de-decese-cauzate-de-virusul-gripal/; 
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official sources15. They show, based on statistical data from the National Institute of Public Health 

in Romania, that influenza viruses have killed far fewer people (for example, 199 people died in the 

2018-2019 season), have a lower transmission rate and against them there medical alternatives for 

many years - treatments and vaccines. 

At the same time, the reality in our country can be much harsher, if we take into account the 

fact that in different circumstances not all cases of infection with the new coronavirus have been 

reported. In the ”2021 Country Profile on Health” (State of Health in the EU)16 carried out by the 

European Commission, it is specified that in Romania, where life expectancy ”is among the lowest 

in Europe”17, the real number of deaths due to Covid-19 may be higher. Limited testing capacity is 

considered a cause of incorrect identification of positive people. The same document shows an excess 

of mortality in the fall of 2020, both due to Covid-19 and other diseases. Excess deaths - more 

numerous than those caused by Covid-19 - do not include possible indirect virus-induced deaths (due 

to limited access to medical services for people with various conditions or the fear of seeking 

treatment to avoid infection). 

In summary, the official mortality rate in Romania due to Covid-19, of 1.06% on July 12 a.c., 

is lower than the global average of 1.13%. The vaccination rate does not reach the threshold of 50%. 

According to the publication ”Politico”, quoted by the national press on January 26, 202118, 

the European Commission had set as a target the vaccination of 70% of EU adults against Covid-19, 

by the summer of 2021. On July 13 a.c., statistics show that they are fully vaccinated 73.19% of the 

EU population (65.88% in Europe)19. 

 

About the effectiveness of vaccination 

Recently, the White House chief medical officer, Dr. Anthony Fauci, told the American press 

that ”one of the things that is clear from the data is that although vaccines - due to the high degree of 

transmissibility of this virus - do not protect very well, so to speak, against infection, they protect 

quite well against serious diseases that lead to hospitalization and death” 20. 

 
 15 Ibidem; 

 16 https://health.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-01/2021_chp_romania_romanian.pdf; 

 17 “almost half of all deaths in Romania in 2019 can be attributed to behavioral risk factors, which include tobacco use, 

unhealthy eating, alcohol consumption and low physical activity. Environmental factors, such as air pollution, also 

contribute to a considerable number of deaths”; 

 18 https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/externe/politico-cu-viteza-actuala-romania-ar-atinge-tinta-de-vaccinare-in-decembrie-

2022-iar-bulgaria-in-2040-1440030; 

 19 https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations?country=OWID_WRL; 

 20 https://www.stiripesurse.ro/anthony-fauci-vaccin-anti-covid-protectie_2470100.html; 
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In other news, the Romanian Minister of Health, Alexandru Rafila, recommends these days 

that a new dose (the 4th dose) be made in autumn, adapted to any new strains, emphasizing the 

effectiveness of the vaccination campaign, which "stopped the transmission"21. 

Various studies relied on through the media22 claim, on the other hand, that immunization 

was performed naturally, this being a much more effective solution than vaccines. In this context, 

vaccination passports were considered without scientific basis and discriminatory. 

In our country, the Ordinance of the Romanian Government23 "which provides for the 

granting of vouchers worth 100 lei for vaccinated persons against COVID 19 with full scheme", to 

accelerate the vaccination campaign, ridiculed, at public level, the gravity of the situation and the 

efficiency of the authorities . 

The large sums of money intended for the purchase of millions of doses of vaccine, according 

to a methodology of the European Commission, and the involvement of the National Anticorruption 

Directorate in investigating how they were bought, accentuated mistrust in medical competence and 

honesty, encouraging speculation of financial interests.  

All official bodies have made a common front to combat misinformation, and the success of 

the strategies adopted is questionable. From the above examples we can see, for example, the 

discrepancy between the views of some representatives of the medical field: while the chief medical 

adviser of the White House supports the effectiveness of vaccines from the perspective of limiting 

deaths, mentioning inefficiency in limiting infection, the Minister of Health Romania emphasizes 

their success in stopping the spread of the virus. Differences of opinion between doctors worldwide 

are also well known. Like the different perspectives on the severity of the virus at the beginning of 

the pandemic. 

Despite all these controversies between knowledgeable people, which can lead to confusion 

among ordinary people and, implicitly, distrust of the vaccination solution, official data reveal a 

small percentage of vaccine side effects. The gradual decrease in mortality is also considered an asset 

of vaccination. 

In fact, between September 1, 2020, when vaccines were not available on the market, and 

 
 21 https://adevarul.ro/news/societate/rafila-persoane-intreaba-sa-si-faca-doza-4-vaccin-anti-covid-i-am-sfatuit-isi-faca-

toamna-apare-noua-varianta-1_62ca95f95163ec42717b2a34/index.html; 

 22 https://www.imuno-medica.ro/noutati/Studiu-israelian-imunitatea-naturala-este-de-27-de-ori-mai-puternica-decat-

cea-indusa-de-vaccinurile-anti-COVID-42; 
23 Order no. 1,863 of 10 September 2021 on the granting of food allowances in the form of meal vouchers to persons 

who are vaccinated with a complete vaccination schedule against the SARS-CoV-2 virus; 
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July 12, 202224, the short-term mortality rate decreased considerably in all countries (in Romania, 

from 3.84% decreased to 1.06%). 

A survey conducted between July 1-15, 2022 

A recent survey25, aimed at finding out the situation in Gorj County, shows that 83.3% of 

respondents were vaccinated against Covid-19 (37.5% of them were infected at least once with 

Covid-19, of which 16.7% after the first dose, and 95.8% had close people infected), the main 

motivations being represented by the recommendations of specialists (25%) and fear of the virus 

(20.8%)26. 

None of the respondents stated that they were influenced by social media in the decision to 

get vaccinated. However, 56% say they trust social media more than the media. 

All these indicators and the answers to the open-ended questions outline a pro-

vaccination behavior of the majority, which will allow a more efficient approach and a faster 

mitigation of possible future pandemics. 

What made you get vaccinated? 

Specialist recommendations 25% 

Fear of covid-19 20,8% 

The need to keep your job 12,5% 

The need to travel to countries where vaccination or 

testing was mandatory 

8,3% 

The need for access to public spaces (such as malls 

and hypermarkets, for example) 

8,3% 

Situations of medical risk in which there were close 

people who became infected with covid-19 

8,3% 

Cases and opinions you found out about on social 

media 

0% 

The need to receive financial rewards paid by the 

state 

0% 

Other 4,2% 

It's not necessary 12% 

 
24 https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations?country=OWID_WRL; 
25 made on the isondaje.ro platform, the average age of the respondents being 40 years, most of them with higher 

education; 
26 http://www.isondaje.ro/sondaj/864315048/; 
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After suffering from Covid-19 or learning that people close to you were infected with 

Covid-19, did you change your mind about the need for Covid-19 vaccine? In what 

sense? 

Yes, in the sense that vaccination is necessary; Yes, the certainty of the need for vaccination 

has been strengthened. 

I did not change my mind, I was convinced of the usefulness of vaccination; I did not change 

my opinion, I believed in the existence of this virus and that is why I decided to get all the 

vaccines. 

From the very beginning, I agreed with the need to administer the vaccine, respecting ethical 

principles: a clear description of the benefits and risks, the person's consent and taking 

responsibility for side effects. 

Yes, because many acquaintances went through COVID-19 much more bearable because they 

made the vaccine. 

Yes, in a negative way, the vaccine is not efficient. 

 

What should be done to prevent Covid-19 infection? 

What should be done to prevent Covid-19 transmission? 

Compliance with the measures imposed by the authorities; Compliance with the 

recommendations of specialists. 

Vaccination; As many vaccinations as possible for collective immunization. 

Following the rules of social distancing and hygiene. Avoid crowded areas. 

Maintaining good immunity. 

Media coverage by specialists in the field; Informing the population. 

Critical civic spirit. 

Carrying out activities in a hybrid system. 

 

 

For respondents who have not been vaccinated against Covid-19: at the end of the Covid-

19 pandemic measures, how did you feel about the fact that you decided not to get 

vaccinated against Covid-19? 



Horizons for sustainability „Constantin Brâncuşi” University of Târgu-Jiu, Issue no 2/2022 

75 

 

 

I thought I had made a good decision at the time; It was a momentary decision. 

 

If you have been vaccinated against Covid-19, have you had any side effects? 

 What did they consist of? Have you had any regrets about the decision to vaccinate? 

Minor, transient malaise. 

Influenza-like; Chills, temperature, headache. 

I did not have. 

Local pain and malaise 3 weeks. 

 

 

Which is more dangerous: not to be vaccinated or to face possible side effects induced by 

the vaccination against Covid-19? What led you to form this opinion? 

It is dangerous not to get vaccinated: 

- many people who did not get vaccinated died; 

- the disease is unpredictable and in the event of an illness, it is not known how it evolves; 

- The sequelae left by Covid-19 are much more dangerous than the vaccine-induced side 

effects. 

- side effects are not serious and do not last long, while COVID is much more severe. 

I am not against vaccination, but I have witnessed problems of various vaccinated people, 

which led me to make the decision not to get vaccinated. 

Face the side effects of the vaccine. 

 

If humanity were to face a new pandemic, would you be vaccinated or not? Why? 

Yes - to protect myself and those around me; according to the recommendations of specialists; 

because it is the optimal solution. 

Being a vulnerable person, I would get vaccinated to feel safe. 

It depends on the conditions of the pandemic. 

I would stick to the same idea, I wouldn't get vaccinated. I don't know what decision I would 

make at the moment. 

No - because the long-term effects of vaccinations are not known; I do not consider it the only 

way to prevent a pandemic. 
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