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Abstract: THE MOST IMPORTANT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE XX CENTURY SCULPTURE, 

CONSTANTIN BRÂNCUȘI, HAD A LONG WAY TO THE CELEBRITY. THE MAJOR DECISIONS OF HIS LIFE 

HAD BROUGHT HIM WITH LITTLE BUT SURE STEPS TO ETERNITY. OTHERWISE, WITHOUT THE 

IMPORTANT DECISIONS THAT HAVE TAKEN IN HIS LIFE, HE WOULD HAVE REMAINED JUST AN 

ORDINARY NAME AS HAPPENED WITH MANY OTHER NAMES OF WISE SONS OF ROMANIAN 

COUNTRYMEN (AS IT WAS AND CONSTANTIN BRÂNCUȘI). 

THE WORK PRESENTS THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DECISION, OF THE DECISION SUBSYSTEM, 

BOTH IN BUSINESS, BUT IN LIFE AND PRESENTS SEVERAL OF THE MAJOR DECISIONS WHICH THE 

GREAT SCULPTURER TAKES IN HIS LIFE AND WHICH HAD BROUGHT IT TO THE CELEBRITY, MAKING 

HIM ETERNAL, IMMORTAL IN ART. 
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1. Introduction 

The decision subsystem represents a control system, with a role in regulating all 

activities. It is the most active part of any management system. The decision subsystem 2 it can 

be assimilated to the nervous system in the human body. The quality of the decisions taken 

depends on the future performance, the future of any organization, of any person, if we refer to 

the decisions taken for life. 

The decision represents the mode of action chosen to achieve the objectives set. 

Decisions, sometimes, can be made in a very short time (in seconds or minutes). However, there 

are also complex decisions, which require a great deal of time (hours, days or even weeks), 

during which information is collected and analyzed, and the opinion of other people is required 

in order to make the most appropriate decision. The key elements of the decision-making 

process are: the decision-maker and the decision-making environment. The decision maker is 

represented by the person or management body that makes the decision, and the decision-

making environment is represented by the elements that characterize the decision-making 

situation and which directly or indirectly influence the content and results of the decision taken.3 

 The quality of the decisions made at a given time, both by each person for their own 

life, as well as by organizations, managers, decision-makers, depends on the preparation and 

the work done until the moment of the decision. Frequently, to successfully manage complex 

activities, to give a successful path to personal life, today we call on professional managers, 

consultants, specialized organizations. 

 
1 Researcher II, PhD, “Constantin Brâncuși” University of Târgu Jiu, e-mail: corina_ana@hotmail.com 
2 Niculescu, O.; Verboncu, I. – Fundamentele managementului organizațional, Cursuri în format digital, accesat 

la data de 23.03.2020 la http://www.biblioteca-digitala.ase.ro/biblioteca/carte2.asp?id=60&idb=7 
3 Niculescu, O.; Verboncu, I. – Fundamentele managementului organizațional, Cursuri în format digital, accesat 

la data de 23.03.2020 la http://www.biblioteca-digitala.ase.ro/biblioteca/carte2.asp?id=60&idb=7 
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 The stages of the decision-making process are 4:  

✓ establishing the decision-making objective; 

✓ delimiting the decision-making situation; 

✓ identifying, collecting processing and analyzing information; 

✓ elaboration of decision alternatives; 

✓ preparing the implementation of the decision and its application. 

Each person has the power to decide, to make decisions as a manager for the business 

that manage, but also as a human being, for his own life. This decision-making power also 

carries the risk of failing in life or in business. The great Romanian sculptor, Constantin 

Brâncuși, through the decisions taken throughout his tumultuous life became immortal, 

considered to be the most important sculptor of the 20th century. He is considered an innovator 

because he freed the sculpture from the imitation of nature, expressed in his works the very 

essence of things, the dynamism of the forms, combining in his works: the simplicity of the 

Romanian folk art and the refinement of the Parisian avant-garde. Interesting is not only 

Brâncuşi's legacy - the artist, but also his entire existence, which expresses: simplicity, a lot of 

work, being a strong personality that has made its mark on the evolution of culture and 

civilization. 

The following are some of the most important decisions of his life, which have guided 

his destiny to eternity.5. 

 

2. Major decisions in the life of the great sculptor Constantin Brâncuși - steps 

towards eternity in art  

"In order to practice a free and universal art you must be God yourself, to create! King, 

to command! And slave, to work hard and bring it to the end, "says the great sculptor Constantin 

Brâncuși.6 

His works in bronze and marble have a pure, elegant shape, and are characterized by a 

refined finish. Passionate wood sculptor, he made many wood sculptures, often of folkloric 

inspiration, which he also made from other materials. He is best known for his abstract 

sculptures of ovoid heads and flying birds7. The works of the great Romanian sculptor 

Constantin Brâncuşi are some of the most appreciated and valuable works of art in the world. 

They are the best-selling creations of any Romanian artist in history and occupy fourth position 

in the top of the most valuable creations in the world, after Giacometti, Modigliani and Matisse.8 

 Constantin Brancusi was from an early age, a lonely person, having the habit of carrying 

with him a small knife with which "carving whatever fell into his hand". Once, by carving 

figures on the wooden desk where he was sitting at school, he is punished, and after that he will 

not want to go to school for a while 9. 

 A first decision that marked his life was to "run away from home", to escape from the 

village, at the age of eleven, in Târgu Jiu, entering as an apprentice, where he learned to process 

wool, to mix paints. 

At the age of thirteen he arrives in Craiova, the capital of Oltenia, where he gets a job 

to a pub, where he learns in his spare time to play the violin. And because in his spare time he 

carved any piece of wood, he once carved a violin from the perches of a crate, used as a package. 

 
4 Niculescu, O.; Verboncu, I. – Fundamentele managementului organizațional, Cursuri în format digital, accesat 

la data de 23.03.2020 la http://www.biblioteca-digitala.ase.ro/biblioteca/carte2.asp?id=60&idb=7 
5 https://radioromaniacultural.ro/portret-constantin-brancusi-de-la-taranul-roman-la-zeu-universal-tulburatoarea-

iubire-pentru-maria-tanase/ 
6 Zărnescu, C. – Aforismele lui Brâncuși, Editura Scrisul Românesc, Craiova, 2016, p. 259 
7 https://istoriiregasite.wordpress.com/2014/01/05/constantin-brancusi-viata-si-opera/ 
8 https://radioromaniacultural.ro/portret-constantin-brancusi-de-la-taranul-roman-la-zeu-universal-tulburatoarea-

iubire-pentru-maria-tanase/ 
9 Buican, A. – Brâncuși, Editura Artemis, București, 2006, p. 35 
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He builds a violin to which he also sings but and the fiddler, being impressed as well as 

the patron of Constantin Brâncuși. Such performance does not go unnoticed in the business 

environment of Craiova. Thus, Brancusi is guided to attend courses of the School of Arts and 

Crafts in Craiova, in order to perfect his talent. 

The great sculptor Constantin Brancusi will learn continuously. In Bucharest, at the 

Școala Națională de Arte Fumoase, and in Paris at the Ecole Nationale des Beaux Arts10.  

From his desire to see and learn from the greatest artists he came to Vienna, Munich, 

Zurich, Basel, but because he did not find what he wanted, he decided to go to Paris. He entered 

as a student in Mercié and Rodin's workshops, which he separated because he decided to seek 

his own way in sculpture, he decided to express his own conception of art.11. 

He decides to give a new dimension to the stone, to make a serious Kiss, an expression 

of the kiss, which incorporates not the kiss of two isolated individuals but the kiss itself as a 

symbol of love 12. He will make of sculpture, a philosophy 13. 

 In the fall of 1927, the great sculptor Constantin Brancusi, supported by his American 

friends and admirers, decided to appear at the American Consulate in Paris, where he filed a 

necessary deposition in a trial in New York. The lawsuit is known as "Brâncuși v. United 

States". The great sculptor Constantin Brâncuși sues the Department of Customs, which 

classified his work "Bird in the air" (that piece of bronze polished by Constantin Brâncuși with 

his incredible patience) as a simple industrial object.14 Not only Constantin Brancusi could be 

judged, but even the modern art he represented 15. The verdict was favorable to the great 

sculptor, thus, considering that his work, which initiated the process, is a beautiful and 

symmetrical object in its forms and although it may be difficult to associate with a bird, it does 

not mean that it is less pleasant to be viewed and appreciated from an ornamental point of view, 

being considered an original product of a professional sculptor, it is considered a sculpture and 

a work of art and has the right to be exempt from customs duties. This process was a resounding 

victory of Brâncuși, of the entire artistic movement, which changed the general perception of 

modernism. 

Through the decisions he made throughout his life, the great sculptor Constantin 

Brâncuși, he made his way with courage to eternity in art. 

"To see in the distance represents something! ... But to go on and get there, it represents 

something else!....16”, says Constantin Brancusi. 

 

Conclusions 

The decision is the way to act to achieve what you have proposed. The quality of the 

decisions made by each person for their own life depends on the preparation and the work 

submitted until the moment of the decision. Constantin Brancusi made every major decision in 

his life thinking of his path that he felt he had to go through in art. He learned and worked 

permanent to let to the world what he feels about what sculpture meant to him, art in general. 

He created as he felt. 

Constantin Brancusi was a great sculptor, who contributed to the renewal of language 

and vision of contemporary sculpture. 

Brancusi's work is not a local expression of art. This is the essence of the highest 

expression of universal purity, which will last for centuries. 

 
10 Mocioi, I. – Constantin Brâncuși – Viața, Editura Spicon, Târgu-Jiu, 2003, p. 65 
11 Mocioi, I. – Constantin Brâncuși – Viața, Editura Spicon, Târgu-Jiu, 2003, p.88, p.125 
12 Buican, A. – Brâncuși, Editura Artemis, București, 2006, p. 123 
13 Paleolog, V.G. – Tinerețea lui Brâncuși, Editura Scrisul Românesc, Craiova, 2015, p. 144 
14 Buican, A. – Brâncuși, Editura Artemis, București, 2006, pp.15-16 
15 https://www.historia.ro/sectiune/general/articol/brancusi-impotriva-statelor-unite-ale-americii-daca-aceasta-

este-o-pasare-impuscati-o 
16 Zărnescu, C. – Aforismele lui Brâncuși, Editura Scrisul Românesc, Craiova, 2016, p. 157 
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The great sculptor Constantin Brâncuși, whose work will deeply disturb our thinking 

and feeling, will be an example for the generations to come, will always be a lesson about the 

life dedicated to art. Eternity was even born in the village, in Romania! 

 

Bibliography 

1. Boerescu, D. S. - Români și românce care au schimbat lumea (vol.8). Cei cinci români 

care au strălucit la Paris. Ionescu, Cioran, Eliade, Brancuși, Enescu, Editura Integral, 

2018 

2. Buican, A. – Brâncuși, Editura Artemis, București, 2006 

3. Frumușelu, D. – Brâncuși – o bibliografie nesfârșită, Editura A.G.I.R., București, 2007 

4. Mocioi, I. – Constantin Brâncuși – Viața, Editura Spicon, Târgu-Jiu, 2003 

5. Niculescu, O.; Verboncu, I. – Fundamentele managementului organizațional, Cursuri în 

format digital, accesat la data de 23.03.2020 la http://www.biblioteca-

digitala.ase.ro/biblioteca/carte2.asp?id=60&idb=7 

6. Niculescu, O.;  Nicolescu, C. – Cum să fim perfrmanți în viață și în afaceri, Editura 

Economică, București, 2006 

7. Paleolog, V.G. – Brâncuși – Brâncuși, Editura Scrisul Românesc, 2003 

8. Paleolog, V.G. – C. Brâncuși, Editura Scrisul Românesc, 2016 

9. Paleolog, V.G. – Tinerețea lui Brâncuși, Editura Scrisul Românesc, Craiova, 2015 

10. Stanculescu, N. – Carte de inimă pentru Brâncuși, Editura Albatros, 1976 

11. Vigner, E. - Brâncuși împotriva Statelor Unite, Editura Curtea Veche, 2016 

12. Zărnescu, C. – Aforismele lui Brâncuși, Editura Scrisul Românesc, Craiova, 2016 

13. https://istoriiregasite.wordpress.com/2014/01/05/constantin-brancusi-viata-si-opera/ 

14. https://www.historia.ro/sectiune/portret/articol/viata-infinitului-constantin-brancusi-

dupa-ce-ai-vazut-una-din-pasarile-lui-brancusi-nu-mai-poti-vedea-o-pasare-in-zbor-

ca-inainte 

15. https://www.unitischimbam.ro/constantin-brancusi/ 

16. https://radioromaniacultural.ro/portret-constantin-brancusi-de-la-taranul-roman-la-zeu-

universal-tulburatoarea-iubire-pentru-maria-tanase/ 

17. https://www.historia.ro/sectiune/general/articol/brancusi-impotriva-statelor-unite-ale-

americii-daca-aceasta-este-o-pasare-impuscati-o 

 

  
 

http://www.biblioteca-digitala.ase.ro/biblioteca/carte2.asp?id=60&idb=7
http://www.biblioteca-digitala.ase.ro/biblioteca/carte2.asp?id=60&idb=7
https://istoriiregasite.wordpress.com/2014/01/05/constantin-brancusi-viata-si-opera/
https://www.historia.ro/sectiune/portret/articol/viata-infinitului-constantin-brancusi-dupa-ce-ai-vazut-una-din-pasarile-lui-brancusi-nu-mai-poti-vedea-o-pasare-in-zbor-ca-inainte
https://www.historia.ro/sectiune/portret/articol/viata-infinitului-constantin-brancusi-dupa-ce-ai-vazut-una-din-pasarile-lui-brancusi-nu-mai-poti-vedea-o-pasare-in-zbor-ca-inainte
https://www.historia.ro/sectiune/portret/articol/viata-infinitului-constantin-brancusi-dupa-ce-ai-vazut-una-din-pasarile-lui-brancusi-nu-mai-poti-vedea-o-pasare-in-zbor-ca-inainte
https://www.unitischimbam.ro/constantin-brancusi/
https://radioromaniacultural.ro/portret-constantin-brancusi-de-la-taranul-roman-la-zeu-universal-tulburatoarea-iubire-pentru-maria-tanase/
https://radioromaniacultural.ro/portret-constantin-brancusi-de-la-taranul-roman-la-zeu-universal-tulburatoarea-iubire-pentru-maria-tanase/

